Parish Fact Sheet THE CHURCH
OF ENGLAND
Incumbent

Diocese of Chester

This form is designed to give an overview of a parish to be used in a vacancy to help
it find an appropriate incumbent. It will be accepted as the “statement describing the
conditions, needs and traditions of the parish” required by the Patronage (Benefices)
Measure 1986. Additional information may be given by way of a Parish Profile
document.

PARISH: WILMSLOW DATE: August 2022

DEANERY: KNUTSFORD

SUMMARY OF INFORMATION

1. Number of C of E churches/places of worship in the parish: 2

2. Population. 18,413

3. Number on electoral roll. 212

4. Usual Sunday attendance (taken from last annual return)
under 16 years of age: 2 16 and over: 85

5. PCCordinary income (i.e. total of voluntary income and other ordinary income taken
from last annual return): f £157,578

6. Average weekly gift per regular giver: £ £14.07

PERSONNEL

1. Name of (former) incumbent:
Rev. Caroline Throup

2. Name(s) of Assistant Clergy (indicate whether stipendiary (SM) or self-supporting
(SSM)):
Rev. Canon Prof. Roger Yates, Rev. Val Hollis, Rev. Georgina Watmore - all PTO

3. Name(s) of Readers, Pastoral Workers and any other licensed lay workers:
None

4. Name(s) and office of any other staff (such as Church Army Captain, community
worker, administrator) employed. Please state number of hours worked per week

Administration Manager - position currently vacant
Martin Hitchen - Caretaker Parish Hall (7.5 hours) - currently on long-term sick leave
Flo Knowles - Church Manager and Food Friend Manager (16 hours)
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THE PARISH
1. Is the parish inner urban/urban/suburban/village/scattered rural?
Suburban

2. Is the population
(a) static rising or falling? Rising
(b) settled or mobile? Mainly settled

3. Is the population
(a) Predominantly retired/middle-aged/young families? Comprises all groups
(b) Does it include: professional/executive/manual/unemployed? All represented
(c) Describe any ethnic groups resident in the parish:

No major ethnic groups, but many ethnicities represented.

4. Estimate the proportion of housing:
(a) owner-occupied:  75%
(b) local authority: 10%
(c) privately rented:  15%

5. Please list:
(@) number and types of schools in the parish:

Comprehensive High School with sixth form x1
Primary Schools x4
Private Schools x 2

(b) number of nursing homes/elderly persons’ homes: 3 + several retirement complexes
(c) any youth centres? Yes. Wilmslow Youth Centre at United Reformed Church

(d) any community centres? No
(e) name(s) of hospitals in the parish: Wilmslow Hospital - Private - treats NHS patients
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6. Name of hospital, if any, of which the incumbent is chaplain:
None

7. Does the incumbent have specific civic responsibilities? If so, what?

Chaplain to Wilmslow Town Council Chaplain to Royal British Legion (Annual Remembrance Service)
8. Are there any links with local industry?

Wilmslow Business Group

9. Does the parish have any significant social problems, e.g. high unemployment?
No

CHURCH SERVICES
1. How do you describe the church tradition?
Traditional catholic / modern catholic / central / open evangelical / conservative

evangelical or some other label?
Central

2. Give the pattern of Sunday services:

8am St. Anne's Second Sunday Said HC

9.30am St. Anne's Sung Eucharist

1lam St. Bart's  Sung Eucharist

4.30pm St. Bart's First Sunday Sung Evensong

4pm St. Bart's Fourth Sunday All Age service (currently suspended)

We have a thriving robed choir at St. Bart's under the direction of a proactive Director of Music and
Choirmaster who plays for both churches

3. Which prayer book is used for the services of Holy Communion - if both, please
state

Book of Common Prayer or Common Worship? Both

Is there a traditional use of eucharist vestments? Yes/No Yes (occasional)
coloured stoles? Yes/No Yes
scarf and hood? Yes/No No

4. What hymn book(s) is/are used?

Hymns Old and New - New Anglican Edition
We have a supplementary hymn book containing popular hymns
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5. (a) What percentage of the congregation lives outside the parish?
27%

(b) Does any one age group, gender or social class predominate in the
congregation?
Majority retired, slightly more female than male

6. Average number of communicants on a normal Sunday: 60 (St. Bart's) 20 (St. Anne's)

7. Numbers during the last year

of baptisms: S

of confirmation candidates: none
of weddings: 7

of funerals in church: 11
in crematoria: 11

BUILDINGS AND CHURCHYARD

1. (a) Name of the parish church; St. Bartholomew's
(b) Year(s) bui|t; Mainly 16th century - (crypt 13th Century)-alterations 19th Century-Extension 21st Century
(c) Date of last quinquennial inspection; 17th March 2020
(d) List any urgent repair work still to be done:

Nothing urgent outstanding

2. Other C of E churches (mission church/daughter church/chapel of ease) in the parish:
Name and condition of repair:
St. Anne's - 19th Century - Well maintained

Quinguennial 14th June 2021 - Excellent report

3. Inyour view, is the parsonage house likely to need extensive refurbishment/
replacement?
Yes/No No
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4. What other buildings (e.g. church hall, curate’s house) and land (not churchyard)
does the parish own?

(Give addresses, use and condition)
Parish Hall, Cliff Road, SK9 4AA

St. Anne's Hall, Nursery Lane, SK9 5JG
Both in good repair - rented out and used for Parish activities

5. Has the church got a churchyard? Yes/No Yes

s it still in use? Yes/No No

How many new graves were opened last year? None

How many re-openings were there last year? None

Estimate how many years are available for new graves:  None

Is there a special area for the interment of ashes? Yes at both churches
FINANCE

1. Please e-mail (or send) a copy of last year’s accounts and last year's annual report
of the PCC.

2. Does the church have a stewardship, thanksgiving or planned giving scheme?
Yes

3. If special money-raising events are held during the year, please give details.

Pre-Covid - Annual plant sale, events organised by Friends of the Parish, concerts and recitals.
Flying the flag for personal celebrations.

Currently we have monthly organ recitals and regular lunchtime piano recitals

Opportunities to sponsor hymn books and pews within the church

We run at a loss as a Parish so need to focus on upping our income

4. (a) What was the amount of expenses paid last year to the:

incumbent £ 957 assistant clergy £ 648
(b) Were these the full amounts claimed? If not, why not?
Yes

(c) Does the PCC pay a lump sum or reimburse actual expenses claimed?
Reimburse actual expenses claimed.

Is a claim form used? No
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5. What is the current amount of Parish Share payable by the parish? £ 82936
6. Inthe last financial year, did the PCC meet its financial obligations to the Diocese in

full for payment of its Parish Share? Yes/No Yes

If not, what amount was paid: £

In the current financial year, is the PCC up to date with its Parish Share? Yes/No
Yes

7. Is there any capital project in hand at the moment?  Yes/No No
Please give brief details with costs and how they are to be met.

CHURCH EDUCATION AND SOCIAL PROVISION

1. (a) Is there a church school in the parish? Yes/No Yes
s it controlled or aided? Yes/No Controlled
(b) Number of children on roll: 129 (capacity 133)
Is the number static/rising/falling? static

(c) What relationship/links are there between church and school?

The incumbent is ex officio governor - there is one other Foundation governor
Weekly school services, held in St. Anne's Church during term-time.

School Christmas service at St. Bart's

Easter service and Leavers service at St. Anne's

Head Teacher contributes monthly to Parish Magazine

(d) If the school is aided, what is the condition of the building?
N/A

2. What provision is made by the church for teaching:
(a) children:

Monthly all-age service - currently suspended
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(b) young people:

None

(c) adults

During Covid: Prayer Course via Zoom

Compline via Zoom

Study of Acts and Romans

Pre-Covid:

Marriage 'MoT' course, Listening Skills Course and Grave Talk
The Bible Course - (explore the big story) - in church study group
Tuesday prayers using church App in St Bart's

3. List church organisations with approximate numbers for:
(a) children:

(b) young people:
(c) adults: Ladies Group held at St. Anne's - approx 25 members

4. Give details of house/prayer groups:

Home groups x2

Prayer group

Advent and Lent groups in Church/homes
Prayer partner scheme

Parish Prayer chain

5. Are the leaders clergy or lay? Mostly lay

DISCIPLESHIP AND LAY MINISTRY
1. How do you rate the strength of lay leadership in the parish? To what do you
credit the strength or lack of it?

Very active in previous vacancy and during lockdown - a credit to the very loving, sociable and wide
ranging skills of a small number of dedicated people

We have had discipleship courses in the past

We have a Lay Pastoral Worker in training
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2. Does the parish have a discipleship course? (e.g. Alpha, Emmaus, Christianity
Explored). No

3. What other opportunities does the parish provide to lay people to deepen their
discipleship and vocation?

Home groups and Prayer group ongoing.
Distribution of Bible notes.

ECUMENICAL RELATIONS
1. State involvement in local council of churches, if any.

Churches Together in Wilmslow (CTiW) - regular quarterly meetings attended by 3 members of the
congregation.

2. Is there a formal covenant with any other denominations?
No

3. What informal contacts are there?

Coordinated mostly by Churches Together in Wilmslow:-
Lent Lunches.

Harvest Appeal

Carol singing at Christmas
Womens World Day of Prayer
Stall at the local show

Joint All Souls Day service

Distribution of joint leaflet of Christmas services. Christian Aid lunches and collections
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OUTREACH AND MISSION

1. Please give details of the support of the Church overseas. How much is given
annually?

Christian Aid collection (E1778)
Harvest appeal for Madagascar (£482.51)
Emergency appeal for Ukraine (£220) + proceeds from cake cake (£450)

Several charities supported by PCC including the Mary Wood Trust (£300) which is also supported by
individuals from congregation

2. Give details of the support for home missions and charities.

Christingle Service held to benefit The Children's Society - £376.26
Remembrance Services to benefit the Royal British Legion
Animal service to benefit local animal charity

3. Isthere an organised system of evangelism in the parish? If so, please describe it.

No organised system of evangelism but we recognise that spreading the message is a major part of our
work and we like to think that by our deeds within the local community and beyond and the warmth of
our welcome, we can provide a soft form of evangelism. St. Bart's is open all day on a Saturday for
casual visitors and we hold a number of piano recitals and organ concerts through the year.

4. |s there an organised system of follow up to baptisms, weddings, funerals? If so,
please describe.

Cards sent to baptism families for anniversaries and to wedding couples on the first anniversary of their
church wedding
PreCovid - bereavement follow up calls - and a regular bereavement group was held

Invitation to Marriage MOT course extended to couples who have been married at both churches in the
past

5. What part does the church play in community care (e.g. the unemployed/homeless/
drug addicts/disabled)?

Church hosts Food Friend - food bank open twice per week, (deliveries if necessary). Links with Hope
Central. Run by a qualified counsellor - with referrals to other places of help. Church is open regularly
(Monday am and Thursday pm FF) and Saturdays and is frequently used as a drop in place to chat
There are opportunities for volunteers with Special Educational Needs. Parish hall used by CAB
Styal Women's prison is within our parish - have been links -visiting/restorative justice support

6. Is there an-organised system of care for the sick and elderly? If so, what?

Network Neighbourhood provides a network of volunteers who look out for members of the
congregation. Regular calls and visits are made
Pre Covid - regular visits to care homes for services

Lay Parish Assistants also visited, took Holy Communion, made calls and checked on people in
lockdown

7. What work does the church undertake with young people, other than in church-
based organisations (e.g. open youth work)?

None
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PUBLICATIONS
1. If thereis a history of the church/parish, please e-mail (or send) a copy.

The History of St Bartholomew's Church (with self-guided tour)

St. Anne's History booklet

Current parish Magazine

Friends of the Parish - 30th Anniversary booklet

(These are also to be found on the church website - www.wilmslowparish.co.uk)

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

1. What are your current goals to achieve for vision (or Growth Action Planning (GAP)
goals) for the next 5 years?

Nurture our current congregation

Reach out to wider community - through the schools - and especially our church school - particularly to
enhance the church's appeal to a wider (younger) age range

Build up our congregation

Open church buildings more regularly

2. List the areas of church life which you consider are in most need of development.

Growth of our congregations in all age groups.
Re-introduction of social groups
Re-invigoration of stewardship scheme

Signed on behalf of the PCC:

Office held:

Copies of this form, duly completed, should be sent to the following:

1. The Bishop of Chester, Bishop's House, Abbey Square, Chester CHI 2JD. (Hard copy)
2. The Suffragan Bishop, address in Yearbook. (Hard copy for file and electronic copy)
3. The Archdeacon, address in Yearbook. (Electronic copy)

4. The Patron (if the Bishop is the patron, he need not be sent a second copy)

5. The Designated Officer (Mrs E A Geddes, Church House). (Hard copy)

6. The Rural Dean (Electronic copy)

7. The Deanery Lay Chair (Electronic copy)

8. The PCC representatives.
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