Parish Fact Sheet THE CHURCH
OF ENGLAND
Incumbent Diocese of Chester

This form is designed to give an overview of a parish to be used in a vacancy to help
it find an appropriate incumbent. It will be accepted as the “statement describing the
conditions, needs and traditions of the parish” required by the Patronage (Benefices)
Measure 1986. Additional information may be given by way of a Parish Profile
document.

PARISH: Neston DATE: DRAFT 7.4.1 - 22/7/22

DEANERY: Wirral South

SUMMARY OF INFORMATION

1. Number of C of E churches/places of worship in the parish: 3

2. Population. <15,000

3. Number on electoral roll. 201

4. Usual Sunday attendance (taken from last annual return)
under 16 years of age: 10(Oct 2021 avg) 16 and over: 90 (Oct 2021 avg)

5. PCCordinary income (i.e. total of voluntary income and other ordinary income taken
from last annual return): £ £82,019

6. Average weekly gift per regular giver: f £8.11

PERSONNEL

1. Name of (former) incumbent:
Revd Alan Dawson

2. Name(s) of Assistant Clergy (indicate whether stipendiary (SM) or self-supporting
(SSM)):
Revd Judith Calvert SSM (retiring July 2023)

3. Name(s) of Readers, Pastoral Workers and any other licensed lay workers:

Elizabeth Joyce Reader Emeritus; Tony Cooke Reader (half year), Lesley Irvin Pastoral Worker, Richard Lewis Reader, John Hart Reader in Training.

4. Name(s) and office of any other staff (such as Church Army Captain, community
worker, administrator) employed. Please state number of hours worked per week

None
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THE PARISH
1. Is the parish inner urban/urban/suburban/village/scattered rural?

Urban/suburban market town with contiguous villages in rural area;

2. Is the population
(a) static rising or falling? Static for at least the last two decades but aging.

(b) settled or mobile? Largely settled. People like living here, if they can.

3. Is the population
(a) Predominantly retired/middle-aged/young families? 24% >65 and increasing; 19% <25 & declining
(b) Does it include: professional/executive/manual/unemployed? A mix.
(c) Describe any ethnic groups resident in the parish:

96% are born British, virtually all white. 2011 Census

Some transients living in the Parish are postgraduate students from the Institute of Veterinary Science,
University of Liverpool, Leahurst Campus, sited just outside the Parish boundary.

See attached for detailed demographic.

4, Estimate the proportion of housing:
(a) owner-occupied: 76% - relatively high proportion of 4-beds, shortage of terrace/semi.

(b) local authority; 13% - inc la and housing associations; shortage of 'starter' homes.

(c) privately rented: 9% - disproportionately unavailable.

5. Please list:
(@) number and types of schools in the parish:

Woodfall Primary and Nursery School, Little Neston

Neston Primary School, Little Neston

St Winifride's Roman Catholic Primary School, Little Neston
Parkgate Primary School, Parkgate

Neston High School, Neston

Note: all primary schools have a nursery class.

(b) number of nursing homes/elderly persons’ homes: 3 residential homes
(c) any youth centres? Neston Community Youth Centre and Civic Hall (NCYC)

(d) any community centres? Village hall in Ness
(e) name(s) of hospitals in the parish: None
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6. Name of hospital, if any, of which the incumbent is chaplain:
None

7. Does the incumbent have specific civic responsibilities? If so, what?

Annual Civic Service, Ladies' Club Day, Chaplain of Royal British Legion, Remembrance Day, Christmas Street Festival.

8. Are there any links with local industry?
None

9. Does the parish have any significant social problems, e.g. high unemployment?
No extremes, but atypical IMD profile shows a 60-40 split between 'comfortable’ and 'hard-pressed'.

CHURCH SERVICES

1. How do you describe the church tradition?
Traditional catholic / modern catholic / central / open evangelical / conservative
evangelical or some other label?

We don't think of ourselves in those terms. Seasonal Common Worship liturgies used across the Parish accommodate a variety of preferences.

2. Give the pattern of Sunday services:

This is a pattern in process of being restored post Covid.

08.00 Said Holy Communion at Parish Church;

09.30 Eucharist, or lay-led Praise Service, with hymns (organ), at St Michael's.

09.30 Eucharist, or lay-led Praise Service, with hymns (recorded) at St Thomas'.

10.00 United Eucharist for all congregations on the fifth Sunday of the month.

10.45 Sung Eucharist with organ, choir, sung Gloria and Responses at Parish Church. This service has
been streamed throughout Covid, and subsequently,on YouTube.

13.30 Eucharist at Parish Church on Wednesday.

3. Which prayer book is used for the services of Holy Communion - if both, please
state
Book of Common Prayer or Common Worship? Common Worship

Is there a traditional use of eucharist vestments? Yes/No at10.45
coloured stoles? Yes/No Yes
scarf and hood? Yes/No No

4. What hymn book(s) is/are used?
Hymns Old and New
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5. (a) What percentage of the congregation lives outside the parish?
Less than 5 per cent

(b) Does any one age group, gender or social class predominate in the
congregation?
Guessing, most over 60, many over 70, female. Grades C2, D & E probably under-represented.

6. Average number of communicants on a normal Sunday: 90 - all 3 churches in Oct 2021

7. Numbers during the last year

of baptisms: 6

of confirmation candidates: 4

of weddings: 3

of funerals in church: 27

in crematoria: 28 + 10 committals

BUILDINGS AND CHURCHYARD

1. (a) Name of the parish church; St Mary & St Helen
(b) Year(s) built; ¢ 930 CE,; tower rebuilt 1540 with C11 components; nave rebuilt 1875.
(c) Date of last quinquennial inspection; 2021
(d) List any urgent repair work still to be done:

The Parish Church has a three year repair, maintenance and conservation plan. Funding probably from
recent legacies.
There is an issue with the Church Lane boundary wall that is being monitored by the local authority.

A requirement to fit a new bell frame and retune the bells, cost ¢ £100,000, is under consideration. It
can only be done if there is external funding. A structural survey of the tower confirms its stability.

St Michael's has outer fabric issues that are being investigated.

2. Other C of E churches (mission church/daughter church/chapel of ease) in the parish:

Name and condition of repair:
St Thomas', Parkgate, 1843, acquired as a mission church in 1910. Refurb 2010. Good condition.

St Michael's, Little Neston, built as a mission church in 1913. Rebuilt 1991. Sound condition.

3. Inyour view, is the parsonage house likely to need extensive refurbishment/
replacement?
Yes/No No

Chester Diocesan Board of Finance. Church House, 5500 Daresbury Park, Daresbury, Warrington WA4 4GE. Tel: 01928 718834
Chester Diocesan Board of Finance is a company limited by guarantee registered in England (no. 7826)
Registered charity (no. 248968)



4. What other buildings (e.g. church hall, curate’s house) and land (not churchyard)
does the parish own?

(Give addresses, use and condition)

Neston Centre, surrounding car parks, prev church hall, let commercially. Current repair issues.

Residential property, Ringway, Neston, let. PCC 27%. 73% Curacy Trust. No maintenance deficit.

Comrade's Field, at rear of Vicarage, let for grazing, site of Neston village fair. Minimal maintenance

5. Has the church got a churchyard? Yes/No Yes

s it still in use? Yes/No No

How many new graves were opened last year? None

How many re-openings were there last year? None

Estimate how many years are available for new graves:  None

Is there a special area for the interment of ashes? Only existing graves
FINANCE

1. Please e-mail (or send) a copy of last year’s accounts and last year's annual report
of the PCC.

2. Does the church have a stewardship, thanksgiving or planned giving scheme?

Yes - see leaflet attached.

3. If special money-raising events are held during the year, please give details.

1. Gift Day, Dec 2020 - the first time in recent memory. Intend to repeat in some form.
2. Christmas Fair - planning to relaunch in Dec 2022
3. Village Summer Fair - successfully relaunched as planned on 2nd July 2022.

4. (a) What was the amount of expenses paid last year to the:

incumbent £ 1,112 assistant clergy £ 447
(b) Were these the full amounts claimed? If not, why not?
Yes

(c) Does the PCC pay a lump sum or reimburse actual expenses claimed?
Actual cost
Is a claim form used? A claim form is the preferred method.
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5. What is the current amount of Parish Share payable by the parish? £ £69,667
6. Inthe last financial year, did the PCC meet its financial obligations to the Diocese in

full for payment of its Parish Share? Yes/No Yes

If not, what amount was paid: £ nla

In the current financial year, is the PCC up to date with its Parish Share? Yes/No
Yes

7. Is there any capital project in hand at the moment?  Yes/No Yes
Please give brief details with costs and how they are to be met.
Access ramp and doors at Parish Church - initial estimate £30,000; legacy

CHURCH EDUCATION AND SOCIAL PROVISION

1. (a) Is there a church school in the parish? Yes/No No
Is it controlled or aided? Yes/No

(b) Number of children on roll:
Is the number static/rising/falling?

(c) What relationship/links are there between church and school?

n/a

(d) If the school is aided, what is the condition of the building?
n/a

2. What provision is made by the church for teaching:
(a) children:

Stay and Play toddlers' group applies the Early Years Foundation Stage for under-fives using Christian
materials

Sunday Club at St Thomas' will resume in Autumn 2022. Lay-led

Sunday Club will continue at St Michael's in the Autumn. Lay-led.

Pre-covid assemblies etc. available to state primary schools - Variable practice. Lay and ordained.
Pre-covid Christmas and Easter Experience offered at St Thomas' and St Michael's to state primary
schools. Intention to recommence. Lay-led.

No specific activity involving High School.
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(b) young people:

The Parish does not work with young people in the community at the moment.

(c) adults

There are no specific arrangements in place at the moment to teach adults.

3. List church organisations with approximate numbers for:

(a) children: Stay & Play Group for under-5s at SMH (20 but 46 on the books.
(b) young people: None
(C) a d u |tS. Knit and Natter (20); Mothers' Union (34); Choir at St Mary & St Helen (14). Cafe social group, Oasis group for newly-bereaved. Bell-Ringers.

4. Give details of house/prayer groups:

There are two remaining of the original 7 home-based GIFT groups (Growing in Faith Together). They

are autonomous, planning and implementing their own programme, usually involving bible study, prayer
and social.

The Guild of St Luke and St Raphael has an informal prayer network led by the Pastoral Worker and
gathers for quiet days and occasional services.

Parish prayers take place every Friday at 5 pm. Currently Zoomed. Led by Pastoral Worker.

5. Are the leaders clergy or lay? Lay

DISCIPLESHIP AND LAY MINISTRY

1. How do you rate the strength of lay leadership in the parish? To what do you
credit the strength or lack of it?

The Parish is highly dependent on an insufficient number of lay volunteers, licensed and unlicensed,
who direct, manage and deliver most activities. They keep the doors open but it's a lot for a relatively
small number with multiple roles so there are capacity issues.

Historically and currently, congregations have been, and remain, unwilling to volunteer for
organisational roles (the PCC has 7 vacancies and 2 for Deanery Synod). Whether due to ageing and
declining numbers or some other reason is for consideration.
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2. Does the parish have a discipleship course? (e.g. Alpha, Emmaus, Christianity
Explored). No, but a one-off ‘Start!" course was held in 2021.

What other opportunities does the parish provide to lay people to deepen their
discipleship and vocation?

There is no specific programme to deepen discipleship or vocation. The Parish has occasionally paid
fees for external courses eg Foundations for Ministry. Historically, the Parish has had quite a good
record hosting vocations for licensed ministry, lay and ordained.

Capacity-building including spiritual development (faith education, nurture, training) is identified by the
PCC as a priority need across the whole congregation not just for those considering licensed roles.

ECUMENICAL RELATIONS

1. State involvement in local council of churches, if any.

The Parish is a member of 'Neston & District Churches Together'. A need for the Parish to work more
closely with other churches was expressed in some Hope Card responses.

Members of other denominations are invited to take part in civic occasions such as the Annual Civic
Service, Remembrance Sunday, and the service for Ladies Club Day.

Is there a formal covenant with any other denominations?

This Parish, jointly with the Methodist Churches in Neston, signed the 2003 Anglican-Methodist

Covenant. There does not seem to have been any specific follow-up. The Methodist signee now recalls
'I made it clear that the ecumenical work would focus on Neston and District Churches Together'.

3. What informal contacts are there?

The CH64 post code (Neston plus its hinterland) is a fairly well-defined socio-economic entity and paths
cross in the normal way of things so some lay people know each other quite well.

Before Covid, the Parish ran a Thursday morning drop-in event at the Parish Church. It was founded

ecumenically but pre-Covid, other denominations drifted away. It had become a predominantly Anglican
networking facility and has not been re-established.
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OUTREACH AND MISSION
1. Please give details of the support of the Church overseas. How much is given
annually?

A tithing scheme for local and overseas charities was suspended in 2019. There are formal links with
local or overseas missions.

2. Give details of the support for home missions and charities.

There has been ad hoc help in kind (eg Harvest produce) and occasional gifts for the Ark homelessness
project and the Charles Thompson Mission in Birkenhead. As part of rationalising accounts, approx
£3,000 left unused from the Thursday drop-in profits, was distributed to charities in 2021.

3. Isthere an organised system of evangelism in the parish? If so, please describe it.

There is no organised system of evangelism.

4. |s there an organised system of follow up to baptisms, weddings, funerals? If so,
please describe.

There is no organised follow-up for weddings.

Upon baptism, the Mothers' Union gives a Childrens' Bible and sends anniversary cards for two years.
Bereaved people may be offered the new Oasis mutual support group.

All bereaved people are invited to a Memorial Service on or about All Saints' Day.

5. What part does the church play in community care (e.g. the unemployed/homeless/
drug addicts/disabled)?

The Parish is not itself engaged with any external community care project.

6. Is there an-organised system of care for the sick and elderly? If so, what?

During Covid, a scheme was developed to keep in touch with members who are housebound or
otherwise not attending. It includes a telephone contact network, a whole parish e-mail system,
including for the weekly pew sheet (Prayer and Action), which is also posted or delivered to people
without internet. There is no analytical data. Training and pastoral oversight of volunteers is an
outstanding issue.

7. What work does the church undertake with young people, other than in church-
based organisations (e.g. open youth work)?

The Parish does not work with young people in the community at the moment.
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PUBLICATIONS
1. If thereis a history of the church/parish, please e-mail (or send) a copy.

History of St Michael's 1989, out of print, electronic scan attached.

A Short History of St Thomas' Parkgate 2010, electronic scan attached.
Exploring Your Church: St Mary & St Helen Neston 2012, hard copy only.
Numerous references on line.

See www.nestonparishchurch.org

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

1. What are your current goals to achieve for vision (or Growth Action Planning (GAP)
goals) for the next 5 years?

We look forward to working with the new incumbent to create a Parish Mission Strategy; there is
nothing like that at the moment.

As part of this process we have undertaken an innovative consultation exercise to get insights from
parish members and others. It involved the use of postcard like 'Hope Cards asking the question
above. Around 100 were returned (about 50% of the worshipping community) with 322 'Hopes', A
synthesis can be found in the 'Hope Card Report' appended to this Fact Sheet.

2. List the areas of church life which you consider are in most need of development.

The PCC,working with the Ministry Team, has identified short term areas for development, also in the
Hope Card Report, that have been used to inform the Parish Profile. Longer term aspirations are also
outlined but await the new incumbent.

Signed on behalf of the PCC:

Office held:

Copies of this form, duly completed, should be sent to the following:

1. The Bishop of Chester, Bishop's House, Abbey Square, Chester CHI 2JD. (Hard copy)
2. The Suffragan Bishop, address in Yearbook. (Hard copy for file and electronic copy)
3. The Archdeacon, address in Yearbook. (Electronic copy)

4. The Patron (if the Bishop is the patron, he need not be sent a second copy)

5. The Designated Officer (Mrs E A Geddes, Church House). (Hard copy)

6. The Rural Dean (Electronic copy)

7. The Deanery Lay Chair (Electronic copy)

8. The PCC representatives.
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	DATE: DRAFT 7.4.1 - 22/7/22
	DEANERY: Wirral South
	1: 3
	Usual Sunday attendance taken from last annual return under 16 years of age: 10 (Oct 2021 avg)
	16 and over: 90 (Oct 2021 avg)
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	Names of Readers Pastoral Workers and any other licensed lay workers: Revd Judith Calvert SSM
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	b Does any one age group gender or social class predominate in the congregation: Guessing, most over 60, many over 70, female. Grades C2, D & E probably under-represented.
	Average number of communicants on a normal Sunday: 90 - all 3 churches in Oct 2021
	undefined_3: 6
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	of confirmation candidates 2: 3
	of funerals in church 1: 27
	of funerals in church 2: 28 + 10 committals
	a Name of the parish church: St Mary & St Helen
	b Years built: c 930 CE; tower rebuilt 1540 with C11 components; nave rebuilt 1875.
	c Date of last quinquennial inspection: 2021
	Name 1: St Thomas', Parkgate, 1843, acquired as a mission church in 1910. Refurb 2010. Good condition.
	Name 2: St Michael's, Little Neston, built as a mission church in 1913. Rebuilt 1991. Sound condition.
	Name 3: 
	Name 4: 
	YesNo: No
	UseAddress 1: Neston Centre, surrounding car parks, prev church hall, let commercially. Current repair issues.
	UseAddress 2: Residential property, Ringway, Neston, let. PCC 27%. 73% Curacy Trust. No maintenance deficit.
	UseAddress 3: Comrade's Field, at rear of Vicarage, let for grazing, site of Neston village fair. Minimal maintenance
	1_2: None
	2_2: None
	Estimate how many years are available for new graves 1: None
	Estimate how many years are available for new graves 2: Only existing graves
	Does the church have a stewardship thanksgiving or planned giving scheme: Yes - see leaflet attached.
	undefined_4:         1,112
	undefined_5:             447
	Is a claim form used: A claim form is the preferred method.
	undefined_6: £69,667
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	undefined_7: n/a
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	What provision is made by the church for teaching: n/a
	achildren: Stay & Play Group for under-5s  at SMH (20 but 46 on the books.
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	c adults: Knit and Natter (20); Mothers' Union (34); Choir at St Mary & St Helen  (14). Cafe social group, Oasis group for newly-bereaved. Bell-Ringers.
	Are the leaders clergy or lay: Lay
	Does the parish have a discipleship course eg Alpha Emmaus Christianity Explored: No, but a one-off 'Start!' course was held in 2021.
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	ethnicgroups: 96% are born British, virtually all white.  2011 Census

Some transients living in the Parish are postgraduate students from the Institute of Veterinary Science, University of Liverpool, Leahurst Campus, sited just outside the Parish boundary.

See attached for detailed demographic.
	sundayservices: This is a pattern in process of being restored post Covid.
08.00 Said Holy Communion at Parish Church;
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	hymnbooks: Hymns Old and New
	repairwork: The Parish Church has a three year repair, maintenance and conservation plan. Funding probably from recent legacies.
There is an issue with the Church Lane boundary wall that is being monitored by the local authority.

A requirement to fit a new bell frame and retune the bells, cost c £100,000, is under consideration. It can only be done if there is external funding. A structural survey of the tower confirms its stability.

St Michael's has outer fabric issues that are being investigated.                  
	moneyraising: 1. Gift Day, Dec 2020 - the first time in recent memory. Intend to repeat in some form.
2. Christmas Fair - planning to relaunch in Dec 2022
3. Village Summer Fair - successfully relaunched as planned on 2nd July 2022.
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	teachingchildren: Stay and Play toddlers' group applies the Early Years Foundation Stage for under-fives using Christian materials
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The Guild of St Luke and St Raphael has an informal prayer network led by the Pastoral Worker and gathers for quiet days and occasional services.

Parish prayers take place every Friday at 5 pm. Currently Zoomed. Led by Pastoral Worker.
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Before Covid, the Parish ran a Thursday morning drop-in event at the Parish Church. It was founded ecumenically but pre-Covid, other denominations drifted away. It had become a predominantly Anglican networking facility and has not been re-established.


	churchoverseas: A tithing scheme for local and overseas charities was suspended in 2019. There are formal links with local or overseas missions.
	homemissions: There has been ad hoc help in kind (eg Harvest produce) and occasional gifts for the Ark homelessness project and the Charles Thompson Mission in Birkenhead. As part of rationalising accounts, approx £3,000 left unused from the Thursday drop-in profits, was distributed to charities in 2021.
	evangelism: There is no organised system of evangelism.
	followups: There is no organised follow-up for weddings. 
Upon baptism, the Mothers' Union gives a Childrens' Bible and sends anniversary cards for two years. 
Bereaved people may be offered the new Oasis mutual support group.
All bereaved people are invited to a Memorial Service on or about All Saints' Day. 

	communitycare: The Parish is not itself engaged with any external community care project. 
	systemofcare: During Covid, a scheme was developed to keep in touch with members who are housebound or otherwise not attending. It includes a telephone contact network, a whole parish e-mail system, including for the weekly pew sheet (Prayer and Action), which is also posted or delivered to people without internet. There is no analytical data. Training and pastoral oversight of volunteers is an outstanding issue.
	youngpeople: The Parish does not work with young people in the community at the moment.
	history: History of St Michael's 1989, out of print, electronic scan attached.
A Short History of St Thomas' Parkgate 2010, electronic scan attached.
Exploring Your Church: St Mary & St Helen Neston 2012, hard copy only.
Numerous references on line.

See www.nestonparishchurch.org 
	Does the parish have any significant social problems eg high unemployment: No extremes, but atypical IMD profile shows a 60-40 split between 'comfortable' and 'hard-pressed'.
	Does the incumbent have specific civic responsibilities If so what: Annual Civic Service, Ladies' Club Day, Chaplain of Royal British Legion, Remembrance Day, Christmas Street Festival.
	hospitalincumbent: None
	2: <15,000
	2b: 201
	YesNo_2: Yes
	YesNo_2bb: No
	c Does the PCC pay a lump sum or reimburse actual expenses claimed: Actual cost
	b Were these the full amounts claimed: Yes
	gap: We look forward to working with the new incumbent to create a Parish Mission Strategy; there is nothing like that at the moment.

As part of this process we have undertaken an innovative consultation exercise to get insights from parish members and others. It involved the use of postcard like 'Hope Cards asking the  question above. Around 100 were returned (about 50% of the worshipping community) with 322 'Hopes', A synthesis can be found in the 'Hope Card Report' appended to this Fact Sheet.
	ChurchDev: The PCC,working with the Ministry Team, has identified short term areas for development, also in the Hope Card Report, that have been used to inform the Parish Profile. Longer term aspirations are also outlined but await the new incumbent.


