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ST. PAUL’S CHURCH COMPSTALL 

SK6 5HU 
 

We are a broad- based community of Christian worshippers drawn from the 
Village of Compstall, near Stockport, and the surrounding area. 

 
 
 

Our Mission 

 
 

Our Vision 

 
 

Websites 

 

 
Walking in Faith within the Community 

 
 

Working as Christ’s presence in the world. 

 
 

https://stpaulscompstall.co.uk 
 

https://wwwfacebook.com/pages/category/Religious-Centre/St -Pauls-Church- 
Compstall-479454872250754 

 

We are pleased to invite applicants to lead our Congregation as Priest in Charge, at 
25% stipend which equates to 2.5 days plus Sunday.



2  

Contents 

Who we are 2 

The Church Building 3 

Our community 3 

Worship 5 

Music 6 

Church Activities 6 

Church Buildings 7 

The Future 8 

 

Who we are 

Our congregation, who participate in two Sunday Services, have a broad 
demographic, including both young and elderly. Several key roles (notably Church 
wardens) are filled by people who have retired, bringing a wealth of job and life 
experiences to the church. 

 

The PCC, an enthusiastic group, includes a diverse mix of working age people, 
including one less than 20 years of age. 

 

Young people have taken on diverse roles, particularly in our Music Group and with 
IT, this makes a wonderful contribution to our Family Worship. 

 

Pre Covid epidemic, the young people have assisted at the Eucharist, and as Sides 
people. Two Pastoral workers associated with Baptisms have also been drawn from 
the Congregation. 

 

We have a Non Stipendiary Assistant Priest. 
 

The Church Community interacts with the broader village Community through local 
organisations and activities. We are involved with a local Foodbank through 
volunteers. 

 

These relationships are advantageous to all parties, and we are keen to build on this 
in future. 
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The Church Building 

Built in 1841, the Church is set in beautiful natural surroundings within a mature 
Churchyard, and adjacent to the spacious Vicarage. There is a large Parish Hall, and 
the whole is situated a few hundred meters from the very popular Etherow Country 
Park, and within sight of the Peak District. 

 

The Nave and Narthex have separate extensive audio-visual systems, made 
available from a Heritage Lottery Fund Grant. 

 

This Grant enabled us to complete major works including underpinning of the 
Chancel and reordering of the Nave, making space for concerts and events. The 
large Narthex provides an ample modern space, with a kitchen and storage. This 
makes it an ideal venue for Meetings and classes. An internal oak staircase was 
added to provide access to the large Gallery. There is a single toilet with disabled 
access and baby changing facilities. 

 

 
Our community 

Compstall Village is small and semi-rural, it has a thriving pub and Post 
Office/General Store. Also a café and sailing club in the Country Park. There is still 
an active farming community within the Parish. 

 

It has close rail links with Manchester and Sheffield, and the larger local communities 
of Marple, Marple Bridge and Romiley. As well as the village base, many of our 
congregation come from these communities beyond the Parish. 
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There is a small new housing development currently under construction. 
 

Whitebottom Farm within the Parish is a wedding venue and hosts a range of music 
festivals. 

 

The Church connection to the Village occurs within various contexts: 
 

• Engagement with Compstall Community Council, a voluntary body to take 
care of local issues. 

• One of the Church wardens is part of Mellor, Mill Brow, Marple Bridge and 
Compstall Neighbourhood planning committee.(MMMC) 

• Engagement with the transient group of Music Festival attendees. (primarily a 
specific ministry of the previous Incumbent) 

• A long standing connection with Ludworth Primary school which is located in a 
neighbouring Parish, some children from Compstall attend the school and 
have attended St Pauls for an annual Christingle Service. 

 

The Parish of St Paul’s Compstall (green cross), bordering with the parishes of St Thomas’s 
Mellor (lower right), St Chad’s Romiley (lower left), Holy Trinity Gee Cross (upper centre) and 
St Michael Mottram-in-Longdendale (upper right). 
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Worship 

We have a Central church tradition with two Sunday Services: – 
 

09-30am Holy Communion - said, Book of Common Prayer. This has a small but 
regular congregation who appreciate a quiet, more reflective service. 

 

10-45am Holy Communion- Common Worship, accompanied by an organist. Our 
regular congregation at this service enjoy the addition of music and hymn singing. 

 

Monthly at 10-45am, a Family Service accompanied by our music group with string, 
woodwind and brass instruments. 

 

We welcome families of all ages and are happy to engage young children in our 
worship. 

 
 

Special Services include:- 
 

• The Annual Service of Remembrance at the War Memorial in the Church 
grounds 

• Ash Wednesday – has been held as a ‘Churches Together’ Service 

• Palm Sunday and Holy Week Services, including a Palm Sunday procession 
within the Church grounds, occasionally featuring a donkey. 

• Maundy Thursday foot washing and stripping of church. 

• Good Friday Meditations and Stations of the Cross. 

• Christmas Carol Service. 

Prayer underpins everything we do in the Parish. 
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Music 

We have a small rota of local organists / pianists to accompany our hymn singing. 
We also had a small but faithful choir until the epidemic. Since then we have lost our 
choir leader and would enthusiastically welcome an Incumbent with an interest in 
music. 

 

The Church building acts as a concert venue for a range of ensembles. 
 

(Including Marple Brass Bands, Werneth Concert Bands, Marple Choral Society, and 
organ recitals) 

 
 

Church Activities 

There are a broad range of activities and ministries originating in, or connected with 
Church, and carried out by volunteers. 

 

• A Parish Magazine, enthusiastically edited by one of our teenage members. 
This is published ten times each year. 

• Readings and prayers are sent out to the housebound on a weekly basis. 

• Home Communion is taken to the housebound by request. 

• Funeral follow up contacts 

• Baptism Co-ordinators engage with families both before and after the 
Baptisms. The families are invited to a special Sunday Service when the 
names of the children are added to the Baptism Board in church. 

• Birthday cards are sent out to members of the Congregation where 
appropriate. 

• Lent Discussions are held on a weekly basis. 

• Engagement with other Parishes – via Churches Together in Marple (e.g. a 
Good Friday walk to the Cross at Mellor) and the Chadkirk Deanery Synod. 
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• Food is generously donated on a weekly basis for Bredbury Foodbank. 
Volunteers help with distribution 

• Connections with other charities, notably The Wellspring Charity for the 
Homeless. 

• Overseas charitable connections to Friends of the Holy land and the School of 
Joy in Bethlehem, which several of our congregation have visited on 
Pilgrimages. 

 
 

Church Buildings 

Vicarage may be available. 
 

Parish Hall – we are fortunate to have a large space with several rooms, a stage and 
a modern, recently fitted kitchen, most areas with disabled access. It is the only large 
venue available in the village. As well as hosting varied regular paying groups, 
including Pilates, Ballroom Dancing, Children’s drama groups and a monthly U3A 
Meeting, it is also popular for holding children’s parties. 

 

Church Led activities include a monthly Lunch Club, a Parent and Toddler group and 
a Compstall Memories group, all run by church volunteers. 

 

In addition we hold two Fund raising Fairs each year, as well as special events. 

These groups can provide access to individuals who don’t presently attend Church. 
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The Future 

We would welcome a new Incumbent who would work alongside our existing 
congregation in moving our church forward. This could include patterns of worship 
that are multi-generational, and would allow participation from those who feel able to 
take on a more active role. 

 

Focusing in the first instance on youth and family work within the Parish, and 
exploring with us what these families would like in their Parish Church. 

 

We would like a good listener with strong Pastoral skills, someone who will lead us in 
faith and prayerfulness. 

 

We recognise that this is a part time position but we would offer wholehearted 
support in helping to achieve our common goals. 


