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WC'COH’IC
St Nicholas’ (Church, Purton, in

conjunction with the neighbouring

Parish of St Michael’s (_hurch,

Shotwick, is sccking to aPPoint a
Par’c~time Priest.

We envisage that the role will be
based on 0.6 of a full-time position .
The successful applicant will be
supported in true partnership by an
experienced team of lay readers and
FPCC membersin Provicling
worship, Pastoral care

and evangelism across the Parish.

We have an active and livelg church
membership and we seek to cater for
all those who want to know Go&
and expericnce the presence of the

| ord in theirlives.
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Nigcl Gariffiths - Churchwardcn

Having lived in the Parish for many decades, l am aware of the impor‘cant Position the church

occuPies for many PeoPle, not on]g in our vi”ages, but also for those bcgond the Parish

4 boundaries. We work co”aborative]g with other Parisl‘nes and Currcntlg chair the ‘Neston Churches

a0 Togcthcr’ group of ministries. St Nicholas' (Church attracts PcoPlc from the wider area through the

clarit}j of its (Christian message, its Provision of both traditional and modern forms of worshiPJ its caring ministry, the warmth of its

welcome and our beautiful Georgian church which engenclers a sense of peace and be]onging for all who choose to enter.

[~ ach member of our FCC has a role in managing and suPPor’cing every one of our church activities . | his aPProach Provides vital
Practical support for our new Part—timc Vicar. |nthis Parish Profile, we outline the range of these activities, all of which help

to demonstrate (Christian Principles in action that are implemented in Practical ways for the benefit of everyone.

Ruth Abbott ~ Lag Rcader

Our churchis a Place in which we seek to grow our little corner of (God’s kingdom here on the Wirra]
Feninsula through encouragement and outreach. \We Provicle arange of ministries, from the traditional

Evensong and Book of Common Fragcr Hol9 Communion services to more modern A” Age services.

Ancl, for younger members of our church Familg, we have Mcssg Church to which chi]dren, Parents,

grandparcnts anc{ carers are a” verg WCICOI’HC.

Our congregation ranges from birth to over 90 years of age and we value each and every one of them as having their unique
Placc in our hearts and in (God’s Plan forus all. We are a Friend]g and outward 1oo§<ing (Christian (Church and we are committed
to serving the | ord through our worship, through prayer and through the comPassion we show towards one another. |n this

document we hoPe to demonstrate that our mission is to serve (5od through worship, through service and 59 our actions.



St Nicholas’ Church

[ts Vision

Our vision is to Prowc]e a church For everyone, whatever

;2
.

! are celebrated and where Pcoplc are able to find comfort in times of

their backgrounc{, whatever their splrltualjourneg. ]’c’s a P!ace where
People with a Aeep faith will feel at home as well as those who seek to
understand. The church is here for People who want to know Go&’s

presence in their ]ivcs, a church where marriages, Blessings and baptism

. 5
"F-;, sadness and clcspair.

| ]ts \/alues

l St Nicholas’ (hurch values all who enterits gates, at church services, in

| times of qu:et contemplatlon and at Messy Church ]t’s a church that

"-d va]ues contact Wltl"l PCOP!C n t!’WCIr OoOwWn homes SUPPOrtIﬂg t}‘lém in times

L. ' 4 of di ]CFICUltﬂ orillness and whenever the church snmplg needs to be there

,-H; By ]COI‘ them. ]t is a church that c{oesn’tjudge orrecriminate, a church whose
el '_. I.' § 1 .l |'ﬁ
! ; '"' doors are always open to those who wish to enter.

3 4 .' 1 l
o *ﬁ‘" Hod "Lf R ]ts Role

*, '“#.l Tlﬁc role of the churchis to be Part of the local communitg, to share the

L

- .

Christian Fait}ﬂ, both in worship and in Practical terms, with everyone n
 the Parish irresPective of whether a person is a regular church attendee
"

or an occasional visitor.



Fractical Ministry & Faith
Y

St Nicholas’ (Church is committed to Practical ministry in order to
reach out to People of faith and of no faith at all. \We endeavour
to ensure that there is a (Christian presence throughout each of
the local communities with which the Parish is involved. We seek to
help and support our own church members to act out their faith in
Practical and effective ways, notjust when attending church but in

their everyday lives amongst those with whom they are in contact.

The Parish is fortunate to have resources and talents that are
shared with others. QOur three la9 readers Par‘cicipate in church
services not on]g n bur’con but also co”aboratively across the

wider benefice including services at St Michael's, Shotwick. On

occasions they also officiate at services in other Parishes.

\/\/orking as part of the ‘Neston and District (hurches Together’
group of ecumenical churches, St Nicholas’ Church current19
chairs the group and leads the Bible Societg’s ‘Open the Pook’
scheme. | his initiative brings togethcr volunteers from each of the
(hristian denominations in the Neston area to act out Hible

stories at school assemblies in all the local Frimarg Schools.

As part of its commitment to ministrg for a”, church members visit
local care homes every month to Provide times of worshipj music

and FC”OWS!"IIP ‘FOI" rcsidcnts ancl care ]"IOH’]C WOF‘(CT’S‘




QOur Church Ministrg & Leadcrslﬁip

St Nicholas’ (Church’s vision is for a church that is at the heart
of the Parish and begonc{, not the type of ministry that is in any

way distant or remote from the lives of Peop]c who live in the

area, whether Pcoplc are regular attendees at church or not.

For those invo]vccl, church ministry means reaching out to all
Y o
ages ‘c}‘;rough the many activities in which the church is engaged.
Our church’s primary role is to help nurture an understandin
P Y P g
of (God’s will through Bibched tcaching in the context of
People’s evergc‘ag lives and cxPericnccs; what we call ‘down to

carth’ tcaching.

f:unclamenta”g we believe that it is the responsibi]itg of all of us,
both individua”g and as a church, to encourage Peop]e to
clcve]op a Pcrsona] re]ationship with (iod. Frior to the introduction of (Covid-19 restrictions our church members had access to
teaching and ge”owship through a variety of sources including [Fome Groups, Bible Studg, (hristian Living and | ent Courses,
all part of our belief that it is our responsibilit3 to Providc meaninggul opportunities for worship and reflection that meet the needs
of everyone in terms of their ages, their traditions and their Prmccrcnccs. |nan increasinglg secular world

ministry must also c}na”cnge us to adapt to meet the changing needs of the wider communitg and to help

2
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nurture a sense of mission towards God’s greater Plans.

St Nicholas’ Church has imPortant lcadership resources available within its mcmbership. T his includes three

cxPericnccd lag readers Plus a further person currentlg in training, all of whom are committed to suPPorting the

new Part—time vicar across the wider benefice in terms of worship, teaching, Pastoral care and evangelism.



Our Fhilosophg T owards Ministrg

We seek to suPPor‘c our congregation from cradle

to grave. T}wose who choose to come to St Nicholas’

(hurch to be married are welcomed warm]g. Couples usua”g
cither live in the Parish or have a Familg connection with the Parish.
Regardless of whether theg have been regular church attendees

or not, thcg are alwags treated as Fami]g members.

We also have an active Baptism ministry in Purton. We view
baPtism as an evangelistic oPPortunit9 because we realise that for

some it may be the only time theg have the oPPortunitg to hear the

gospel.
For many years St Nicholas’ Church ran a mother and toddler

group which ceased onlg reccnt]g due to alack of resources. |tis somcthing that we would very much like to reinstate. Rccognising

the Pressure that some Parents are o{:ten under n to&ag’s societ9 we have a suPPor’c grouP 1Cor the mothers which meets once a

month of an cvening in alocal cafe.

We have P]ans for the guture, suPPorteA bg the FCC and other church mcm})ers, which we l’mopc to imP]cment The Parish of

St Nicho]as has a relatively small catchment area. Consequently, with a small albeit suPPor‘civc Popu]ation we have to manage our
finances wisely. To this end, whilst we have maintained contributions to the [Diocese and to our outward giving programme, we feel
it aPProPriatC to seek a Part~timc incumbent in order to offer our Paris]ﬁ greatcrﬁnancia] ﬂcxibilitg. ]n addition, thanks to a recent
financial Pledge, we are Fu”g confident of raising the funds to engage a 3out}1 and families worker. Amongst other activities it will
enable us to restart the toddler group and Providc a resource that will work with the toclc”ergroup and the vi”age school. T}ﬁis will

hclp to ensure that the resource we Provic{c to young children and families is ongoing and consistent.



A T win Nave Church
Building

[t's a church for the Pcoplc; a twin
nave })uilding accommo&ating around 200
souls. Thc oldest Part of the churchis the

Masseg Chapcl in the north chancel.

Recent ]mProvements

As a result of a successful gunchaising
aPPeal the church has reccnt]9 remodelled its
vcstry area to create a warm and wclcoming
room where PcoPlc can meet. ]t has a kitchen

with seating and some imaginative storage.

A Flexible Lagout

Whilst the church retains a traditional Iagout
the bui!ding Is extreme]g well maintained.
Recent imProvements have enabled flexible
seating to be incorPorated in the area of the
Masscg Chapel. Thc rails on the chancel
stcps are now moveable as are the choir stalls.
When moved away theg reveal a large

PerFormance area across both chancels to

facilitate concerts and school activities.



T he | ocation & [ nvironment of the Parish

The Parish is located in a rural setting on the south west of the Wirra] Pcninsu!a. ]t lies in close Proximitg to the

industrial, business and residential conurbations of E”esmcre Fort, Deeside and Birkcnhcad where areas of social disadvantagc
can be found. ]ndeed) our Parish has a history of reaching out to other Parishes and communities and suPPor‘cing those in need.

ln days gone !39 Bur’con was a cross-roads for trade routes between Lancashire & North Wales and Birkenheac{ & Chester. ]rx
the thirteenth century it was considered imPortarxt enough to be granted a Rogal (harter to hold a market. Today the area is still

agricultural but with very few People emploged on the land. Our congregation and the local Population are drawn from very diverse

})ackgrouncls and occuPations. The two vi”ages of Purton and Fuddington are now residential and lie within conservation areas.
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SUPPorting Youth & Young Families

We have an active Youth (Church in PBurton that meets in a range of settings. Qur aimisto

Provide interest in the (Christian faith for young children) gouth and their families.

For Primar9 schooLage children we have A” Stars. or our

secondarg schooLagc chi]dren we l‘laVC a 3outl’1 grouP ca”e&

TBY (The Bur’con Youth). Onc TBY member recent]9
described the group as:

2 A fun and interactive environment which allows us to

c/cvc/olo our faith and c/cvc/o/o as young IDCOP/C o

|n addition to the regulargroup meetings we also hold Familg

events inc]uding:

o (Church GGames Nights o (hristmas Pook at Bedtime
o A Light Far’cg in the Autumn e [~ aster Egg Ro”ing

Not all families feel able to enterinto the formal church setting.

Consequentlg we strive very hard to bridgc the gap between the
church and the local communitg. These efforts have been
successful through Messg Church which takes P]ace in the \/i”age [Hall each month during term time and is well attended b}j
families from the school and local area. \Within our church {:amilg we have a 5igni1cicant number of parents with children who have
sPechCic needs, disabilities or vulnerabilities. Farenting such children is both a Privilege and a cha”enge and we recognise that it is

S0 important to respond to these needs with he!p, ministry, understanding and Practical support.



Bishop Wilson \/i”age School

Fuddington | ane, Purton

Bishop Wilson Schoolis a Church of
Englancl aided Primary school with close
connections with St Nicholas’ Church

tl-lrougl'n its (qovernors and its | rustees as

“The Jog of Thel ordis
Your Strcngth’

well as its Pupils. |t has a long historg of l—\igl'i
qualitg education. | he school continues this
tradition for todag’s children with an

rﬁvﬁ]'_gbmcnt with
‘!f"’

St Nicholé;s’ Church in all
[@spects of School life.

crjogab]e and cnriching exPericnce which

cquiPs them for Itilong Icarning.

T he school promotes Christian Familg

Helen Friend,

values alongside academic excellence. ]t very ExecutiVe Headteacher

much encourages thc involvemcnt oF Parents

and believes it is vital for the success of a
Neston &

child’s education to dcvelop a Partncrship — Welcome lo District

between home and the school. _ 7 . - U -
)| ¥ Bishop Wilson CHURCHES
i ' T

As a part of the vi”age community, the GETHER

school aims to Providc a stimulating and safe

environment where all children can fulfil their

Bishop Wilson School receives visits from the
‘Opcn the Book’ team when the Pupils see Biblc

Potcntial, not onlg acadcmica”g, but also

ially, physicall tionally and I
socially, physically, emotionally and moratiy stories acted out and brought to life

to enable thcm to succccd in thc Futurc.




Mothers’ ( Jnion

T he Purton branch of the Mothers’ ( Jnion has been a distinct

Praging and working presence in the Parish for over 100 years. [ts
numbers remain relativelg stcacly at around two dozen members.
“| ove and Service” are the watch-words. The overall aim is to
promote the we”~being of families world~widc, through prayer and
action, and in Bur‘con this is put to Practical effect both within the

Parish and further afield.

The Burton branch meets
month]g, usua”9 in the
Sports and Social Pavilion.

Mectings vary and include sPiritua] talks and services, sPeakers with subjects of gencral
interest, occasional outings and shared meals. The committee meets regular]g and endeavours

to Plan a balanced programme.

Thc branch contributes to the MU‘S charitable Funcls, which hc]P worthwhile causes, such as
estab]ishing Parenting groups, Providing holidays for families in need, visiting in Prisons and

young offenders’ institutions, Providiﬂg for neo-natal units, and similarlg imPortant ol}jectives

abroacl.

Being unable to meet during the Covid-19 Pandemic has been difficult, Par’cicularlg forthose
living alone. | he branch has kePt contact with each member on a month]g basis throug}wout

this Period.



Fastora] Care % [:] '

St Nicholas’ Church believes that pastoral care is a fundamental part of
Christianity in action. QOur aim is to reach out to local people as well as to our
church Fami]y with the love of (God, through prayer, listening, sharing and
Practical help. Thereis no age limit - Pastoral care comes in many ditferent forms

and extends from birth to death. |tis Particularlg crucial at times of bereavement.

As a church we trg to reach out to Peop]e. We offer a month!g Holg Communion
service which includes a ‘5oup and Sandwich’ lunch. |t takes Place in the sports
Paviiion and caters for the needs of People of any age who find it difficult to
attend church due to the steep incline of the church steps.

The ‘f‘lardg Ferennials’ month]g lunch Provi&es support to the many single
women and men in the Parish who live indepcndentlg, T]’]ere Is NO ‘membcrship’

but the group meets over a meal and enjogs imPortant Fc”owship togcthcr‘

Simi!arly our church has a programme of visiting local care homes and Peop]e in
hospital. Also, we all recognise that a great deal of Pastoral care is undertaken
quiet!y and sincere]g bg friends and neighbours within the community .

Fastoral care, in whateverform, is a very imPortant part of (hristian outreach for
St Nicholas’ Church - touching the lives of Peoplc in the community and
&cmonstrating God’s love for everyone, of whatever faith or creed. Fastoral care
involvement Providcs an oPPor’cunitg for a new incumbent to meet Pcople and to

deliver the word of (God, at Particu]arlg crucial times in Pcople’s lives.

A church

committed to

reaching out

begond its

boundaries




Music, Singing, School F]ags,
Concerts & Fcrf:ormances

Church musicis organiscd by a small team of Peoplc
who Provide music suited to all occasions from a wec]cling
orfuneral, to a Christmas (Carol service or a school

concert, to a traditional E_vensong prayer book service.

The oPtions for worship at St Nicholas’ (Church include:

Organ music using the two manual ComPton PiPe organ
A love]g PBechstein uPright Piano

Singers who lead congregational worship

accompamec{ bg musicians
Backmg tracks used as and when reqwred
A mixture of traditional hymns and worshlp songs

A Fu”g mtegrated audio visual system with a retractable

screen, Prcjector, video recording and live streaming

T he church has flexible seating in the chancel

area which facilitates school concerts, Performaﬂces and

choral events.



chPing the Parish |n T ouch

Parish Magazinc & Communitg News
A small editorial and creative team Procluce a hig}‘u qua]itg ‘Farish Magazine and Communitg News’ which is circulated bi~month]3.

The Publication comPrises church related cditoria], community news articles and information
as well as interesting contributions from organisations such as RSP Burton Mere r : e Parish Magazine
Wct]anc{s, Ness (Gardens and other bodies. The magazine is distributed clectronica”y to :  knkaieiniy) Rl

St Nicholag® Church, Burton-in-Wirral

June & July ldir'
. 5

around 350 email addresses of PCOP]C in and around the Parish.

]:_mail via burtonchurchcomms

The church holds the email addresses of Pcop]c who have elected to be kcpt informed of

ey

church-related matters. T!’xis is an efficient and effective method of keeping in touch with

pcoplc and enables information to be disseminated sPeedilg whenever the need arises. S
In T]I.'J'.\' Edition
During the CovicL] 9 Panclemic the Faci]itg was used to Provicle church members with links to i) T/ Newsfrom the Vicarage
Fodtbadl fn'cx:\_:&_ the f.'J_J‘:r'_-;im of Somg of the Teams
For’chcoming church services and meetiﬂgs that were held online. For People unable to access GVH Ac(ibities - Growps Geiting Back Paguiher -

Regeneration of Hampstons Well
¥ *

g A

:
2
3
g
£
::
2
B
3

information via the internet the church has Providcd transcriPtS of church services as hard

copy delivered to their homes.

5trcaming of Church Services and Other Technologg

The church continues to make use of live streaming to enable PeoPle tojoin church services from their own homes and for other

i)

* Growing & Thi
D QrsC oot

Caw Pa

church meetings. [tis expectcd that once (Covid-19 restrictions are lifted St Nicholas’ (Church will continue to live stream services
from church to those who are unable to attend church in person due to ill health or imcirmitg. Other Planned dcplogmcnt of
techno]ogg is the tap~to~donate Faci]itg in church to reduce the need for Peop]e to donate in cash.



Bells Have Peen Kung in Burton for (enturies

T he tower of 51: Nicholas’ Cl‘lUl"Cl‘l houses a ring of 6
bells which sound out over the Pari5|-| for 5undag

services, wcddings and 5pccia| occaslions. Thcg are

rung by a wc|corning group of 8 rcgu[ar be”ringcrs,
drawn from the church community as well as others from

around the Parish. Visitors are a]wags welcome as is

anyone wishing to learn.

TI‘:C bells date back to 1 726 and are in excellent
condition having been refurbished in 2020 with the

suPPor’c of Parishioners, the ‘I:riends of St Nicl'io|as"

Cl'iurch’ as well as other community donations.

St Nicholas’ (Church is fortunate to have a magni{“icent set of I‘niquualitB
handbells which is used by an enthusiastic band of ringcrs. Tl'xc: handbell group has

bccn cstab|i5|-|ec| For wc” over ten years and t|-|63 plag a varicty cnc musica| Picccs.

Hanc”:re”s feature at 5Pecia| services and festivals in church and at other times
throughout the year. As a church we active]ﬂ encourage Participation fpy peop]e
interested in |earning the historic art of handbell ringing. The group is often invited
to P]ag at community events throughout the Wirral and further affe]c], as well as at

care homes, community events and on other occasions, esPecia”5 at (hristmas.



The Church & |ts | ocal Historg

The Picturesque location of the Parish gives no hint of Purton’s past
imPortance asa thriving port on the River Dee or Fudding’con’s
heritage as a Roman Catholic strongho]d and the location of the
area’s only known saint, John [lessington (1637-1679).

]:or over a thousand years the historg of the church has been
interwoven with that of the families and institutions that held the lease -,

of the rectorship of Purton Parish.

T he settlements of both Purton and Fuddington are recorded in the
Domcsdag PBook but the first wooden church was located in Burton :
well before the Norman Conquest. The first stone church was
erected in 1086 . |t has been rebuilt several times, Firstlg in 1380
then subsequentlg in 1554, 1721 and the chancel in 1870.

At the time of the Reformation in the 16% century the Massey family
of Puddington [Hall controlled the parish of Purton. Staunch Roman |
(atholics, they refused to attend services in Purton, and the family
and its servants created their own chapel in Puddington. [Tather ¥
John Flessington continued to minister to the Massey family but was &

ultimately charged with treason and convicted. [1e was evcntua”g

hanged, drawn and quarterecl at Boughton in C}‘nester in1679.

Although the Parish and St Nicholas’ Church has a very interesting
past, itis first and foremost a church for todag.



The Signhcicancc of the QuatrcFoil
The quatregoil has been used in church

architecture, stonemasonrg and carpcntrg for
many centuries. Similarlg, for mariners and
scafarers across the globc the quatregoi] has
traditiona”g sgmbolisecl the four Points of the

compass - nort}'n, south, cast and west.

In Medieval times PBurton \/i“agc was one of
several imPortant Ports on the Dee Estuarg.

]t was Frequented bg sailors from around the world for whom 5’: Nicholas
was their patron saint. | he first stone church in Purton was erected in
1086. When the chancel was rebuilt, around 1 870 and latterly during
internal reFurbishmcnt, the quatreicoi] sgmbo] featured extensivcly

throughout the design of the building and its Fittings.

Todag, in (Christian terms and for all those who worship at St Nicholas® ‘ //// !{ R&\\
: I / i 3 }

Church, the quatrmcox] rcPresents the four gospels of Matthcw, Mark,

—_—

| uke, and John. The gospels describe the ‘gooc! news’ and teaching of
Jesus (hrist upon which all Christian faith is founded.

At St Nicholas’ Church the gospcls Provic{e the bedrock on which the
church’s ministry and teaching is based and it cmphasiscs what Jesus

taug}‘:t us, the need to care for one another.



Church [~ vents & Activities

Membcrs of St Nic}‘:olas’ Church, throug}‘: a series of groups and teams, arrange a

number of events and festival activities throughout the year, often involving the whole

of the local communitg. Amongst recent events organised have been:

Coffee Mornings
Walk of Witness
Hardy Perennials
(Games Nights
FFilm Nights
Charity Auctions
Remembrance T ime
Open the Book
Pumpkin estival
Advent Windows
Nlustrated T alks

Slccpout Cha”cngc

Harvcst SUPPcr
(Christmas | rees

Carols on the Grccn

- A chance to meet friends over coffee and cakes

- A Good [Friday walk - Shotwick to Purton via Puddington
- A monthly lunch date for people living independently

- [amily activity with traditional games and pizza

~ Films suitable for all the Familg on the j:)ig screen in church

~ SUPPCr in the vi”age hall and an auction of items for charitg BN

- Remembrance Sunday and All Souls Sunday

- Sharing Pible stories with children through outreach
- Participation in the Purton and Puddington festival

- A church event for the whole community in Burton

- |nteresting topics deploying the big screen

- Young people’s support for the (Church (rban [Fund
- Annual event bringing people together

- A festival event in church with a host of decorated trees

-~ Christmas Carols on Fudding‘con’s \/i”agc (areen




Thel ocal Societies & [ vents
(hladstone Vi”age Hall

Gladstone \/i”age [Hall was created for the vi”ages of PBurton and Fuclclington 55 Henrg Neville G]adstone.

Thc ha”, togct}‘ncr with the surrounding land occuPied }39 the
SPor‘cs and SOcia] club, were donated to the communitg in 1906
and are very much part of vi”age life. Thc hallis a charitg with four
permanent trustees and a management committee which, in addition
to managing the hall, organises various Fund—raising events such as
the annual \/i”age [Fete, a | armers’ Market, the Annual Fumpkin
[estival, Bomcire Night and a Christmas Fair. ] hehallis also
used for church events such as Messg Church, Harvcst Suppcrs

and Fund—raising evenings and bg many clubs and societies.

T he Fuddington Socictg

The Fuddington Societg has been in existence for near]g 40

years. [ts committee organises events and social functions either on the \/i”age (Greenin Fuddington orin the Gladstone \/i”age

Ha” forthe benefit of the communitg. These include the annual ‘Carols on the Grecn’ event when PcoPle come together to

sing Carols under the ]ights around a Christmas ] ree.

T he BPurton Societg

T}‘xe Bur‘con Socictg meets monthly in the G]aclstone \/i”age f“]a” . The socicty Proviclcs avaried programme of events and

social activities. |ts aim is to inform and entertain local PeoP]e, a]ong with their friends and Fami]g, with illustrated talks Provided by

knowlcdgcab]e sPeakcrs on toPics of interest.



Parish Finances & Funding Sources of All Church
(General Income ina Tgpical Year

All aspects of the church’s oPerations and ministry are self ﬂ{ﬂ/md Ub

financed. Like all Parish churches we receive no direct financial

assistance from any central source. Conscqucntly, in order to meet

[ vents £7‘<

its running costs of around £100,000 peryear the church relies
substantia”}j on the donations it receives from church members Fees £10k

together with money raised through other?uncﬁraisiﬂg activities. Planned Giving
Flanned Giving Scheme £54k

The church operates a ‘Flanned Giving’ scheme which enables HMRC T ax
People to make regular montHg donations to church funds via their Refund £16k
bank accounts. The generosit9 of church members is considerable

and the scheme accounts for over 50% of all donations.

Church Fabric & Churchgard Funding

]n years gone bﬂ money was c{onated by bcnc?actors to cnablc two

T he Parochial Church Council (FC()is gratemcul to all who

donate money, both church members and other ard
small funds to be set up to helP contribute towards the upkeeP of é ) : Oth3J O[:: - ]Ccth ] hs | :t ] o t:W | °
the church building and its churc]ﬂgard. MINIstig or the Upkeep of the chdfch and its chtirengard -

[tis t!ﬁrouglﬂ the generositﬂ of all those who value the

Friends OF St Nicholas’ ChurCh (FSNC) presence of the church within the Parish that St Nicholas’

Through regular donations and the Procccds of events FSNC Churcl‘x is able to prosper and to Plag its part in Provic{ing a
members make a valuable contribution to the upkeep of the church. Place of worship and to support People in times of need.



QOur Church’s Ongoing SUPPort for Mission & (Charities

Frinciplcs

St Nicholas’ (hurch, a!ong with the wider community, Provides support to a number of local causes as
well as nationa”y and abroad. |n addition to regular aPPea]s in aid of spechcic causes, St Nicholas’ Wirral
(hurch donates 10% of its orclinary annual income (cxc]ucling special donations, tax refunds etc) towards fOOdb k

the work of charitable causes.

Practical Support

Amongst the reciPients, donations are made to charities that Provicle Practica] support to vulnerable
groups including the lﬁomelcss) People affected throug]ﬁ deprivation and those socia”g marginaliscd.
Further afield charities working to relieve dePrivation and organisations dedicated to improving the Plight
of Peop‘e sugering through alack of resources or access to education are also included as are those

organisations working in _Jesus’ name to bring about change.

(ommitment in Action

Church members regular]g suPPor’c both the work of the church through Flanned Giving as well as other
charitable causes. Young Peop]e are also encouraged to become involved in ?und»raising activities and are
taught from an ear]9 age both at school and through gouth activities that we all have a responsibilit9 to

look a]ctcr one another and those less For‘cunatc than ourselvcs.

1

. ' NP ,
Blbl.e c a s kﬁ . @ Wirral Ark
Societ Save the Family

S el Fighting homelessness in Wirral
eping Families Toget




The Future

W€ are i(CCﬂly aware O]C t]"lC ﬂCCCi ]COY‘ a new generation O‘F Q

People to rise up and become church members. :
Consequcnt]y we try to nurture whatever shoots of growth .1
with which we are blessed. We have an effective church
Family that offers encouragement and hclp to both the
Vicar and the 139 ministry. At this critical time we expect to
work with a new Part-time incumbent in a true suPPor’cive
Partnership: one that recognises the ]eadership that a
Pricst will bring but also one that Fu”g respects the part

time nature of the role.

Duriﬂg the Pandemic we have been streaming and cmailing
services, having online meetings and delivering Printed

notes to those who cannot access things electronica”g.

Whilst we look forward to the congregation returning to

the church, some will need extra suPPor’c and nurture to
build back their confidence. On the Plus side, streamed
and emailed services have been rcaching People near and far who might not otherwise attend services, and we therefore look to

continuing that aspect of mission.

The wider cha”cngc for Christians evcrgwhere, inan increasingly secular and distrustful society, is to offer hope rather than

despair, encouragement rather than suPPrcssion, teaching rather than sccpticism, and belief rather than distrust.

Our role as a church is to reach out to those in need in ways that are sPiritual, Practica], and meaninggul.



Secking a New |ncumbent - Who?

QOur Parish is seeking someone who will help to build upon what has gone before and who is attracted bg all that the

Parish has to offer in terms of its Potential for ministry;, its location and its cha”cnges.

Whilst recognising that this is a Parthime role, one which is activelg suPPortec{
bg an expcricnccd team of ]ag readers and F(C(C members, he or she will have
enthusiasm and a Practical aPProach to Christianitg, and will be keen to:

o Attract new Peop]c, especia”g young families, to become involved in the

church;

o SUPPor’c and insPire our team of lag readers / volunteer organiscrsJ

administrators and helpers within our broad church mcmbership;
o \Work with the P ( to recruit and develop a children and Family worker;

e (_ontinue both traditional and modern services;

o (_ontinue involvement with the village (C of [ primary school;

e [ ncourage the congregation to live out their Christian faith in
everyday life;

® ["rovide leadership on safeguarding and encourage all to contribute

towards creating a safer church;

® PBe there for those in need or distress;
e (_ontinue and dcvclop inter-denominational activity in the wider area.

T here is the Promise that the new incumbent will have the freedom and Hexibi!itg of a Part~time role. ]mportantlg, he or she will
receive wide~ranging support from lag readers, F(C(_ members, the church congregation and many other Peop]e in the Parish.



(Church Services at St Nicholas’
(FPre (ovid-19 Regulations)

Weekly - Sundays

- 8.45am Holy Communion (BCT)
- 10.00am All Age Morning \/\/orship
Weekly - Mondays

- 9.00am Start the Week in [Prayer
Weekly - Wednesdays

- 10.15am Holy Communion (BCT)
i*t Sunday of the Month

- 6.30pm " vensong (BC)

jst Monday of the Month

- 11.00am Holy Communion (Oports Pavilion)
+ Soup & Handwich |_unch
34 Sunday of the Month
- 10.00am All Age Communion
Messy Church - Monthly
- 4.00pm Saturdays (during term time)

BCF ~ Book of Common Fragcr, traditional

All other worshiP and communion services are in modern format

(hurch services aim to Provi(je OPPor’cunitiés for

ges and PI"C)CCFCHCCS to come tOGCt]’]C!" in
O o]

Pcoplc of all a
worshiP and prayer and to hear the word of God




Who's Who - A Short ]nsight

Lay Readers Ruth Abbott
Basil Keys
John Morris-Best
(In Training) Philip Hillman
Churchwardens Nigel Griffiths

(& Safeguarding Officer)  Ivor Thomas

Deputy Churchwarden Tony Carter

PCC Hon. Secretary
PCC Hon. Treasurer

John Vinson

Bryan Blakeman

Gift Aid Secretary John Miles
Verger Duties Ann Warr - Services

Judy Redmond - Open & Close
The Friends of Robin Cowan - Chairman
St Nicholas’ Church Gill & John Miles - Administration
Music & Singers Alison Carter
Mothers’ Union Ann Rudd

Junior Church

Lay Synod

Amanda Ankers

Basil Keys

Church Bells Jane Davies - Tower Captain

- Administration

Parish Magazine Sue Birch



St Niclnola;’ (_hurch

thrc—: A” Are Welcomc
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