ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH

SHOTWICK

T his is the FParish Church of
St Michael's, Shotwick
There has been a worshipping
community here for over
a thousand years.

Qur beautiful (Grade 1 listed
building holds a wonderful sense of

Pragcr, WOI"Sl‘IiP ancl wclcome.

www.shotwick.org.uk

THE CHURCH
OF ENGLAND




Welcome

St Michael's Shotwick forms a united
benefice with St Nicholas’ Burton. We

are seekimg a Part~time incumbent for these
Parishes. The post attracts half a stipcnd
and the Provision of a house, and the
Pos’c~holder Is cxPectcd to offer Sundag
duties Plus 31/ dags of ministrg per week.

Thc successful applicant will be suPPortec{
in true Partncrship bg an exPcrienceé
team of lay readers and F(C( members
i Providing worship, Pastoral care and

cvangelism across the Parish.

St Michaelsis a medieval double nave
church with ]argel9 eightcenth century

furniture including box pews and a
three tier Pulpit. [t stands on the site of
aformerford across the River Dee which
forms the border with Wales.




Sccking a New |[ncumbent - Who?

The FCC of St Michael’s Church, along with our ncighbouring
Paris}‘n of 5t Nicholas’ Church, Bur’con is seeking someone who will

help build up on what has gone before and who is attracted }39 all that the Parish has to offer in terms of its Potcntial for ministry;, its

location and its cha”enges.

He or she will have enthusiasm and a Practical aPProach to Christianitg, and will be

keen to:

o Attract new People, esPccianﬂ from amongst young Families, to become involved in

the church;
e (_ontinue with the tradition and use of the Book of (_ommon Frager and the

Promotion of other sPecial services; ~

St M

° Help clevelop Fami]g worship; Cha?l,sﬁhumh l'Fét SC_MC.C - '

° Suppor‘c, inspire, and cxpand our team of lag readers and other organisers and helpcrs;

° Frovic{e teac}ving and instruction;

° Encouragc the congregation to live out their Christian faith in cvergdag life;

e Provide leadership on salceguarding and encourage all to contribute toward creating a safer church;
o Help support and devc]op outreach and further Pastora] care;

o e there for those in need orin distress.

Tlﬁere is the Promise that the new incumbent will certainlg receive wide~ranging support from lag readers, FCC members, the
church congregation and many other People in the Parislﬂ.



St Michaels Church

[ts Vision

Tiirough the innovation and commitment of its church members, the
vision of St Michael’'s (Church is to reach out to local inhabitants of
both Shotwick \/iiiage and the wider area, as well as drawing in other
church members attracted i)g its unique setting and its commitment to

maintaining traditional services.

]ts \/aiues
St Michael’s (hurch uPhoids its iong~standing traditions. |t has

strong aPPeai to Ci‘iris‘cians who seek solace and nurturing centred on

ministry founded in the traditions of the Pook of (Common Frager.
]ts Roie

Aitiwougi*z a small viiiage, the churchis very much part of the local
community Proviciing a P]acc of worship for all who enter. Naturaiig, the
viabi]itg of such a small Parisi“i has come under review. [Jowever, there
continues to be a strong desire to see the church remain open, aiong

with a commitment from Pcopic to assist with maintenance tasks and a

desire to maintain the current Pattern of services. i“]oiy Dags and
= Feast Dags are ex‘cremciy well attended with quarcis of 80 individuals.

¥ ]mPortanti\(j, the Communitg is i'ieaviig involved in ciecorating the church at
Ciiristmas, [~ aster and [arvest.



Forcword

JCHI’IiFCI" SHC&AOI’I -~ Churchwardcn

St Michael’s Church is a very sPccia] Place. As someone who has lived and worked in this corner of
(Cheshire for over t}'n'rtg years and has lived in both Shotwick and Fuddington for all of this time, | can
aPPreciate whg Peop]e are drawn to this small Parish with its ancient church and traditions. Jtis a small vi”age
community with a church that attracts its congregation from far and wide. Above a”, St Michael's (hurch
is a Place of prayer and tranqui”itg with a unic]ue sense of iclentitg. We work with, and share resources very successfu”g with
St Nicholas’ Church in Purton and, as a result, activities and services are coordinated in order to maximise egicicncg and to
ensure that the requircmcnts of both Paris]ﬂes and their congregations are met.
Shotwick has an cxPericnccd and effective FCC that has worked closclg with Burton’s FCC for many years. We share their
dedicated team of readers and Iag People. We can also work inc{cpenc{ently on communitg events. We are very confident that we can

Proviclc the extra suPPor‘c that will be required fora Part~time vicar.

Basil Kcys ~ Lag Reader

Our church holds a wonderful sense of prayer, worship and welcome for all who enter this Place‘
Thc doors of 5‘[ Michacl’s C}‘nurch are open every dag during the week and, because of the }ﬂstorg and

heritagc of the vi”age, many visitors are attracted to this small corner of Chcshire.

By providing visitors with an opportunity to visit the church many are able to find a sense of (God’s
presence in the quiet peace and tranquillity of the church building.

St Michael's meets the needs of its church members in a number of ways. T hrough its ministry team, both lay and clergy, it

offers a strong leadership role to which its dedicated and committed congregation responds enthusiastically. St Michaels (Church

also continues to maintain strong links with the local Farming communitg with sPecial services of t%anksgiving and reflection.



Ministrg & Outreach in the Farish

Attendance at services is dependent on a core of
20-3%0 regular attenc]ces, most of whom come from
outside the Farish. St Michael’s is one of over 120
corPoratc members of the Frager Book Societg and
represcntatives from the congregation attend its

annual mecting.

The A” Age Worship on the first 5unc{ag of every
month has double this attendance and this number

continues to increase. F]ouse to house Ca”s, although

time-consuming, are aPPreciated ina Parisl‘n opjust

59 Propertics‘

A questlonnalre has been dcplogec{ on two occasions
in the last decade. About 40 responses were obtained h”
on each occasion, and these revealed a consistent
desire to see the church remain open, a commitment bg
church members and others to assist with indoor and
outdoor maintenance tasks and satisfaction with the

current Pattem of services.

Looking ahead the FCC feels that the format of the
All Age service needs further thought in order to build

on the existing interest in this form of worshiP.



ur urcn as a ommunit csource
Our Churchasa C ity K

T he main area of church life we are secking to c{eve]op is that of creating
facilities for community use. T o this effect, in recent years we have successpung

upgraded our facilities to make the church building more usable:
® \We have a good sound system
o [Tibre optic broadband internet is installed
® T he church has a car park for people travelling from outside the arca
o A functioning kitchen operates in the [ ower Vestry
® Space at the back of church has been reordered for community use

The community Puts these resources to good use and recent events and

Fund~raising activities have included:
° Celebratorg dinners
® Music and choral concerts

o ]”ustrated talks and lectures

o Art and Photographic exhibitions

Wirral Fhotographg GrouP now Provides us with a visual almanac of church life throughout the yearvia the medium of digital
Photographg. The PCC has also agrced to disseminate information on local biodiversitg andis compiling a National Lottcry
[Heritage application forlocal oral and photographic history and singing programmes, the latter with the assistance of new residents
in the village. More recently we have endeavoured to enhance community involvement in the church by organising catering as part of

the [~ vents (Committee’s activities. | he committee has a full programme of events covering most months in the year.



Shotwick \/i”agc &
St Michael's Church

Building on | radition
T he fabric of the church has been

well-maintained and is good. [ts congregation

A SPccial Churchina \/crg Unique \/i”agc

is cxtremeig logal and church members are
keen to see the life of St Michael’s
continue to dcveloP and thrive.
When it comes to the annual ‘sPring clear’
and the stall we have at the local féte in
Bur’con and numerous other events
throughout the year, our congregation
Provicle great suppor‘c and encouragement.
With regarc{ to the fabric of the bui]c{ing, a
major re~roo1cing exercise was undertaken in
the 1 970s. W}'ﬁlst over 40 years have Passed
since then it has withstood all that the weather
a]ong the Dee estuary can throw at it. The

heating sgstem and the tower romC havc also

S t NI I C H A E L been renewed in the last decade.
S H O TW I C K Otlﬁcr substantial work has been complcted

in recent years on the c!ﬁurc!ﬁgarc{ wa” and t]we

C]OC‘( SUI’TOUﬂd l"nas }DCCﬂ rePaired.



T he | ocation & [ nvironment of the Parish

Tlﬁe Paris]ﬁ is located on the north west corner of Cheshire ]itera”g onlg metres from the border with Wa!es. Thc vi”age of
Shotwick is spccial to so many PcoPle. In the vi”age itself there arcjust i5 houses, onlg four of which are Private]g owned, and the
remainder form part of Skotwick [ state. The vi”age is a ‘dead end’ as the road ends }33 the church: children are able to Plag in the
street. T}‘sere is a Public FootPath to Fuddington and one leading to Deeside and the Principalitg of Wales. Shotwick \/i”age is
architcctura”g attractive with a Iong historg and is run !:)3 a Familg T rust. T]’]e trust’s intention is to retain the estate as it is and,

over the years, to continue to ngrade the Propertics. Shotwick is an agricultural vi”agc and the main farm is Shotwick [Jall which
has been expar\dcc] in recent years to absorb all the land immediatel9 adjacent to the vi”agc.
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KeePing In T ouch With Qur [Friends in the Parish & Beyond

Farlsh Newsletter St. Michael’s Church

We Publish a Farish Newslettemcour times a year. Shotwick

News Sheet August 2020

T he newsletteris circulated both elec’cronica”g and in Print. [t covers a range of articles and items

of interest to readers both nearandfar. A tgPical edition will include:
e An article and introduction from the Vicar;
o RePorts on events of interest that have taken P!ace;
° Fragers and details of Forthcoming services;

° Suggested items of interest and related Bible notes;

Phatograph by Caroline Ellison

o [Toodbank and charitable aPPea]s requiring Communitg support.

“Welcoming and active at the heart of the Parish”

T he Friends of St Michaels Church
Mang People, either living in the Parish or begonc{, have a strong connection with St Mic}‘:ael’s Church, often having fond

memories of services attended — weddings, Funera]s, or school events. Ot}‘ners, such as visitors enchanted f:)g the cluiet simP]icitg of
the building, its history and its surroundiﬂgs, often wish to Provide ongoing support. Our churchis for everyone, but the costs
associated with maintenance of a listed building are considerable. So, in the i 970s “The [Friends of St Michael's C]"IUFC]"I’ was

started with the aim of generating small amounts of regu]ar income to help sustain the church building.
Then, as now, the aim was to ensure that the church was kept open and to maintain its Fabric, guar&ing against damP, rot and the
general signs of decag inevitable in such an ancient Bui]c}ing. Arounc{ the same time the Farish Newsletter was also started as an

acknow]edgement of the help given bg ‘The Friends’ and to keep them and others informed.



T he PBells of St Michael's

The first record of bells at 5hotwic§< isin 1549-1550 when the tower contained a ring of three bells.

]ﬂ 1610-1611 the second bell was recast }33 an unknown founder. ]n 1616 the tenor wasrecast bg Wi”iam C]iburg of Wc”ington
in Shropshire. The second bell was recastin 1621, Probab‘g }39 William Cli}jurg, and both these bells are of very goocl qua]it9
with fine lettcring and ornamentation. | he treble was recast bg John Scott of Wigan in 1664, but umcortunatelg this bell was of
poorer qua]it}j. [n 1728 the tenorfell from its beariﬂgs and the clock hammer was
subsequent19 moved to another bell. As the tenorwas not damagec] in the fall it
Probablg became wedgcd in the frame.

]n 1751 the church agrccc{ to have the bells rc—hung in a new frame bg Bamcs, a
Neston Carpenter, although his Pricc of £24.25. was questioned when it was
discovered that Burton had had a frame and headstocks made for five bells for on19
“T2or 14 Pounds more.” The frame made }39 Barnes was a fine Piccc of wor§<,
although the hanging was not so gooc].

By 19358 the on]g bell in use was the treb]c, which was rung by means of a rope
attached to the c]apper. ln that year the Rev. F R Wansbrouglﬁ,\/icar of Shotwick,
died, and in his will he left a lcgacg to the church. Somc of this money was used to

augment the ring of three bells to a ring of six, and the work was entrusted to
Taglors of Louglﬂborouglﬁ, When tl"léy insPectecl the existing bells thcg found that
the treble had been cracked due to clocking, and in view of its age and the fact that not many of John Scott’s bells remained it

was decided not to recast it.

The bell was initia”g Placed in the north aisle on a Plahcorm made from the oak of the old frame, but later it was moved to the base

of the tower where it remained until it was stolen from the churchin 2010.



| ocal Historg ~-“The Church at the [Ford’

[tis not known when People first began to settle at this spot, although it

is ]’ke]y that even in Prehistoric times, the ford was part of a route for I

Peop]e gomg into North Wales in search of the flints theg were unable Iy

to find in Cheshlre Hlstor:ans believe that the ‘wick’ refers to the creek

Wthl"l alclcorded anchorage 1COF sma” cralc’c anc] PFOVCS \/I!(lﬂg PCﬂCtrathﬂ. :I J lll|

Others argue that the name derives from the small salt workings which
were still there in 1 5%9, but have complctclg disappearec{. [However this
might be, the first recorded mention is in the Domesdaﬂ Book where
nine taxable families are listed, quite a prosperous little community. A]so

recorded was the Fisherg which was to remain an imPortant inclustrg for

the area throughout the Middle Ages.

T raders were Probab]g crossing the ford at Shotwick carrying salt from
Cheshirc into North \Wales long before the Normans came, salt having
been Produced in Pritain in Roman times and Probablg earlier.

Ccrtainlg bg the Middle Ages, a ‘Salteswag’ was well established,
Being a trading route from the three Cheshire ‘wiches’ of Nor’chwich,

Miclc”cwich and Nantwich, into Wales. Thc latter Part of this road
became known as the King’s way.

Todag St Michaels Churchis applging for a National Lotterg
Heritagc (Grant to start a local oral historg Project, which will be

maintained on the (Church website for both local and national access.

a"' e

L..’..."r‘ ‘rl'-.




(Church [T vents & Activities

St Michael’s has an active church membcrship and amongst recent

events organiscd have been:

Walk of Witness
o A (Good [Friday walk - Shotwick, via Puddington to Purton
Remembrance T ime
e Remembrance Sundag service
o All Souls Sunday held in conjunction with St Nicholas’
Church in Burton
lustrated T alks
® |nteresting topics on a variety of subjects
[Harvest Thanksgiving & SuPPcr
e A very popular afternoon service of thanksgiving, with a guest
speaker followed by a hearty supper
Book at Bedtime
® An opportunity for families and young children at Christmas
time to come together
Songs of [raise
e Atime to bring people together |n cheerful voice’

Annual Pet Service

o A sPecial ‘ndoor/outdoor service’ for owners and their pets




The ]:uture

Thc FCC of St Michae]’s Church believes securing and dcvcloping a goocl relations}vip
with its new Part~time Pricst must be a Prioritg if the church is to build the size of the
congregation and nurture the sPiritual life of the church amongst its mcmbership.

Due to the fact that many members of the congrcgation come from different areas, to some

extent the Parish lacks the gcographical cohesion norma”g found within a vi”age communitg.

Other priorities that the P(C( has identified include:
® | o develop participation and relationships outside the parish by attending [Deanery
meetings/Sgnods/ChaPter meetings, thereby widening the experience of St Michael's beyond its immediate boundaries.
The PCC believes that reports from these meetings would assist the wider P(C(C in debating and understanding important

issues in the Anglican (_ommunion;

° ]n Conjunction with a new incumbent, to c{cvelop a programme of Pastoral care 139 visiting church members and local residents

in order to support those in need of help as well as those seeking to dccpen thcirmcaith;

o As mentioned in its Parish Prome, St Nicholas’ (hurch, Burton intends to recruit a Qouth and families worker in order to
deve!op relationslﬁips with young families and children of school age. St Michaels is P]anning to work with Purton to widen
the scope of the initiative and broaden our outreach.

® | oreview the FCC’S income streams and to divcrshcg its sources of income })3 further Promotion of Plarme& giving and
wider use of (Gift Aid in order to better manage its finances;

o To ensure that rePresentativcs attend the annual mccting of the Fraﬂer Book SOcictg as rcPortecl in the Ncwslct’cer.

A surPrising number of visitors reach St Michael’s Churc}‘: and record their cxpcriences in the \isitors’ Book as the }Duilc{ing Is
norma”g open between 9:00am and 5:OOPm. ]n a good year the church receives about 2,000 visitors from as many as 17 different
countries. Altlﬂough there is no set time or pattern to the arrival of visitors thcg seem to c!clight n Finding the church open and in
what thcg find both inside and out. As part of securing further sources of finance the P believes that it may be Possible to

secure additional revenue from visitors.



Services at St Michael's Church
(Pre Covid-19 chulations)

Weekly - Sundays

1t Sunday of the Month
- 11.30am - All Age [Family \/\/orship

27 Sunday of the Month

-i11.30am -[Joly Communion - Common Worship
3rd Sunday of the Month

-11.30am -Morning [rayer - 1662 Frayer Pook
4th Sunday of the Month

-11.30am - [TJoly Communion - 1662 [rayer Pook

5th 5undag of the Month

~11.50am -~ Holy Communion —sloR Frager Book

A Pcrman_ﬁli{;{:ligg‘éixm'é_ﬁiw_rdh'éf Eﬁ"gland‘s worship
=and a k.cg so.:rcc forits doctrine is the Book of Common

.Fragc_tr which is loved by many for the beautg of its languagc







J icha‘cl’s Church, Shotwick
clcoming Flace of (_hristian W‘orshil:)
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