Course venues, times and cost

Details of the course programme and dates and locations for the next
course will be available on the Chester Diocese website under the
“Ministry” menu.

FfM costs £60 per 10 week block, totalling £120 for the course. If
participants with to do the validated assessments, there is an extra cost
of £100. These costs are usually paid by the parish.

If your parish wants to send someone on this course but the parish is
struggling financially, there may be funds available to help. To
investigate this and see if you meet the right conditions, the priest-in-
charge or incumbent of the parish should email the Ministry Team at
Church House.

How to apply

Application forms can be obtained from the Ministry Team. These need
to be returned, with payment, by 31 July of the year you wish to
commence the course.

We ask that anyone applying discuss this with their incumbent and gain
their approval and backing for doing the course.

Most of the course materials are available online, so having internet
access is really helpful in getting the best out of the course.

If you have been selected to train as a Pastoral Worker or Reader, you
will be enrolled on the course as part of the selection process.

For more information and to apply, please email
ministry@chester.anglican.org
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Foundations for Ministry is a course of learning for anyone who wants
to become better equipped to serve God in the world and the church.
People join FfM to learn more about a variety of ways to serve God,
including:

e Where they are at work, in the family, in the community.

¢ Roles within the church (children’s work, youth work, music
ministry, churchwardens, PCC members; pastoral work,
outreach, administrative work and more).

e Ordained ministry.

e Licensed lay ministry (Pastoral Workers, Readers, Parish Nurses,
Church Army Evangelists and more).
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HERE HERE HERE

CartoonChurch.com



What will you learn?

The course is split into two blocks of learning, which follow the themes
of the Diocesan Vision, “Together in Christ, Sharing Hope".

The first block explores what it means to be “Together in Christ”, and
covers topics such as what it means to be the church, growing in
discipleship and vocation, and working together.

The second block focuses on “Sharing Hope”, exploring topics such as
sustaining ourselves in ministry, mission and church growth, and
different ways of being church.

What is involved?

The course consists of two blocks of sessions, each of 10 weeks.
Participants can do one or both of these blocks. There is also a Saturday
induction day and two Saturday ministry days.

The evening sessions are usually split into two parts:

1. Worship and a presentation on the topic of the evening.
2. Small group time, involving conversation, reflection, practical
exercises, personal sharing and prayer.

Come prepared to be involved! One of the gifts of FfM is the opportunity
to share together, and have fun. The small group work is the place
where people make some firm friends and learn more about
themselves and each other in a supportive and prayerful environment.
FfM is a great opportunity to meet with a diverse group of people, and
to learn from and encourage each other.

There is also the option of around an hour of ‘linkwork’ between
sessions. You don't have to do this but you will get more out of the
group discussions if you do.

What other work is there?

Many participants complete FfM simply by being part of the group,
sharing and learning together with others from the presentations and
the group work. However, there is also an option to do some assessed
work to help deepen and develop your learning on the course.

What does the (optional) assessed work involve?

There is a choice of assignments, including reflections on what you are
learning on the course, group-based exercises, parish-based projects
and more. There are a total of three to four pieces of written work to
complete the assessed course. We offer study skills help for people who
haven't done this sort of thing before, or haven't done it in a long while.
Resources to help you are available at the sessions and online.

What do | get at the end of it?

Everybody who does the course gets a certificate of completion.

The optional assessed work is validated by the University of Chester.
On successful completion of the course you will be awarded the Church

Universities' Certificate in Ministry - a nationally recognised award -
which allows you to take those credits on into further study.



