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CHESTER DIOCESAN SOCIETY OF READERS
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON 13 OCTOBER 2018
Held at 12.30pm at St Michael’s Church Hall, Plas Newton, Chester
The meeting opened with a welcome from Revd Vivien Gisby, Warden of Readers.

1. Opening devotions

Led by the Assistant Warden of Readers, Fran Hiles.

2. Apologies for absence

The Honorary Secretary reported that apologies for absence had been received from 23 Readers.

3. Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the previous AGM, held on 23 October 2017, had been circulated. They were approved as a correct record of the meeting.

4. Report from the Warden of Readers

Vivien Gisby’s report, along with the other papers for the meeting had been circulated electronically to members via Deanery Sub-Wardens and had been posted on the diocesan website. The Warden, in her written report and in her oral presentation to the meeting:
· Drew attention to the widespread ignorance of Christianity in the wider community and the need therefore for Reader ministry to have a strong mission focus.

· Her view that the theological and biblical training Readers received, plus their confidence in speaking of their faith, made them extremely well fitted for mission.

· Reassured Readers that this diocesan encouragement for Readers to be mission focussed was not about ignoring or devaluing the other strands of Reader ministry but reflected developments at national level where the Central Readers Council had identified three key roles for Readers:
* Teachers of the faith

* Enablers of mission, and

* Leaders in church and society.

· Reported that the Reader Review process had been simplified in 2018 with the administrative oversight and organisation now being handled at Church House.

· Reported that fifteen people had been accepted for Reader training in 2018.

· Drew attention to the different topics considered by the Readers Council over the previous year.

· Expressed her thanks to the two Assistant Wardens and the Honorary Secretary for all their work and support during the year.

· Reported that new Deanery Sub-Wardens had been appointed in Frodsham and Great Budworth Deaneries although there were vacancies in Chadkirk, Mottram and Wirral South Deaneries at present.
· Expressed her thanks to Bishop Libby for leading two quiet days for Readers during the year.

5. Report from the Director of Studies for Readers

Liz Shercliff’s written report drew attention to:

· The total of 55 students currently engaged in study within the Reader training programme in partnership with the University of Chester.
· The appointment of some new tutors to the team as a result of the increase in numbers, including the appointment of Graham Crowder who would be responsible for overseeing and helping to arrange placements.

· Her success in obtaining through competition a “Seed Corn Grant” to research how dioceses and TEIs prepare students for placements and how “receptivity” can be developed as part of formation. This work would be carried out during academic year 2018/19 in partnership with the Diocese of Lichfield.

· At the start of the year Ministry Division had opened The Hub – a free online resource of books and journals. Initially this had been for Common Awards students but trainee Readers in this Diocese were now able to access the resource and would be involved in the next stage of development.
· In November 12 Readers would graduate from the programme with Foundation in Arts degrees from the University of Chester – eight with Merit.

6. Appointment of officers and members of the Council for 2017/18

The meeting received from the Honorary Secretary a report on the membership of the Council from which is was noted that elected members normally served for a four-year(renewable) period. There was an existing vacancy for an Associate Secretary and two further vacancies, one created when Ailsa Whorton stepped down in summer 2018 on being ordained. 
The AGM agreed:
· That Andrew Bradley Gibbons (who had served in 2017/18 as the representative of the 2017 cohort of newly licensed Readers) be re-appointed for a four-year period.

· That Jo Pemberton (Capenhurst) be appointed to the Council for a four-year period.

· That James Baird (Daresbury) be appointed to the Council for 2018/19 as the representative of the 2018 cohort of newly licensed Readers.

The AGM noted that a further vacancy existed on the Council as Jill Wright had stood down as the Representative Reader on the Council from the North-West Area Committee, but it was for that Area Committee to appoint a successor.
7. Date of the next AGM

12 October 2019
