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CHESTER DIOCESAN SOCIETY OF READERS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
12 OCTOBER 2019
Our Annual General Meeting falls this year on Saturday 12 October and all Readers and Readers Emeritus are invited to join us and other officers of the Society in celebrating our joint ministry. It is usually (although not in 2019/20 – see below!) the one occasion in the year when Readers across the Diocese are called together to deepen our understanding of our ministry, to support and welcome those new Readers who are being licensed for the first time and to acknowledge the major contribution to the life of the Diocese that a number of our colleagues have made who are now becoming Emeritus. It is also a great opportunity for us to share in fellowship and to hear what is going on across the Diocese. I do hope you will be able to join us. It is helpful to know how many will be attending the AGM, and even more so the Licensing Service, so please respond to Peter Bacon as requested in his covering note.
Venue

We continue to struggle to find a convenient venue for our AGM now that the date of the Licensing Service has been brought forward but the Readers Council is keen to keep the AGM on the same day as the service to avoid the need for duplicate trips to Chester. The Cathedral have agreed to host our AGM in the Cloister Room (see accompanying map) but it will limit what we can do. We shall therefore be concentrating on the formal business of the Society and receiving reports from the Warden and the Secretary on developments at local and national level.

Timetable

Colleagues will be aware that the Licensing Service will be for both Readers and Pastoral Workers. The service starts at 4.15pm. Accordingly our timetable for day will be the following:

13.00
Annual General Meeting

14.30
Rehearsal for those being licensed/made emeritus
             Opportunity for others to network (Refectory will be open)

15.30
Robing for other Readers attending the service
AGM Business

An agenda for the meeting and the minutes of the 2018 AGM plus a report from the Warden of Readers will be available on the diocesan website in advance of the meeting. I would like to record my thanks to all my colleagues on the Council for the work they put in over the year on behalf of the Reader community; and particularly to Josie Tuplin who is standing down this year. 
Reader Development Day

Given the difficulty of finding a suitable venue in October the Readers Council has agreed to organise a separate “day away” for Readers at Foxhill on Saturday 15 February 2020. That will offer us more scope for a series of workshops and seminars addressing issues of interest to Readers and I hope you will keep the date free in your diaries. Further details, including speakers etc will be available later in the year.

Licensing Service

Whether you are able to be there or not, please do remember in prayer those of our colleagues who are being licensed or moving to emeritus status.

Readers to be admitted and licensed

Gaynor Bracey



Weston

David Fidal



Alsager, Christ church
Alan Fryer



Great Meols

Christopher Gascoigne

Stalybridge, Holy Trinity

Deborah Moores


Low Marple

Christine O’Neill


Helsby

Karen Wilson



Bowdon

Transferees from other Dioceses

Joyce Blundell



Tintwistle

Peter Cheslett



Norbury

Geoffrey Cooke


Cheadle Hulme, St Andrew

Peter Marshall



Macclesfield Team

Joyce Shotton



Nantwich

Transferees within the Diocese, to be relicensed
Kenneth London


Upton (Overchurch)

John Owens



Hurdsfield

Joanne Rodman


Poynton

David Shercliff



Mellor

Christine Trevett


Hoole

Readers Emeritus

Brenda Baxendale


Stockport & Brinnington

Alan Brown



Norbury

Mary Burgess



Tarvin

Marion Davies



Heald Green

Jean Davies



Aston by Sutton, Little Leigh & Lower Whitley

John Diggle



Kelsall

Ron High



Baddiley with Burleydam and Wrenbury

Helan Isherwood


Warmingham

Joyce Kenrick



Lostock Gralam

Joan Plowman



Sandbach

Keith Ravenscroft


Prestbury

Jo Richards



Tarvin

Judith Smith



Barrow

Alan Standeven


Mottram-in-Longdendale

Elizabeth Varney


Macclesfield, All Saints

Kath Wentel



Waverton

Anne York



Eastham
From Malcolm Winton

Hon. Secretary,
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