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The Archdeacon of Macclesfield opened 
a brand new prayer garden at Wincle 
Church of England Primary School in 
November. Archdeacon Ian Bishop 
had been invited along to open the 
garden by the Headteacher Mrs Smith. 
Children and staff gathered outside for 
a short service and blessing, before the 
Archdeacon cut the ribbon to officially 
open the garden.

The garden offers children a space 
to think, reflect and pray. Chalk boards 
allow children to write short prayers 
and the Lord’s Prayer is mounted on 
the fence for children to see and read. 
There are Bible Beds holding plants 
mentioned in the Bible and space is 
available for the pupils to find more.

Archdeacon Ian said: “Having a place 
for the young people to stop and reflect 
on the wonder of God’s created order 

and a place to think about all that 
he has given us, will be a significant 
asset in helping the children develop 
spiritually.”

The headteacher Mrs Smith said: “We 
are pleased to offer the pupils a calm 
and reflective area in school to support 
their emotional well-being. The pupils 
have been really excited about putting 
this area together – they own it.”

School’s new prayer garden opens



Two faith leaders in Birkenhead took 
part in an interfaith football match on 
Friday 16 November. The Revd Mike 
Loach and Ibrahim Syed, who have 
been friends for over two years, led out 
their sides in the first of what they hope 
will be a regular match involving local 
Christians and Muslims. 

Ibrahim, the leader of the Wirral Deen 
Centre - a new mosque in Birkenhead, 
said: “The idea was a simple one: why 
don’t we use the power of the Beautiful 
Game to strengthen friendships across 
faiths. It came out of our shared love of 
the game and of a belief that sport can 
connect people across many different 
boundaries.”

Ibrahim took the idea of an interfaith 
football match to Tranmere Rovers 
Football Club, with which he had 
already formed strong links due to his 
work in community outreach. TRFC 
was immediately supportive and have 
agreed to offer the use of their grounds. 

Ibrahim and Mike have a mutual 
desire to work together and to challenge 
perceptions by presenting a positive 
public image of Christians and Muslims 
working alongside one another.

The Revd Mike, Vicar at Christ Church, 
Higher Bebington, said: “Our friendship 

has been particularly powerful 
following various terror attacks and 
has attracted a lot of positive attention 
locally. We wanted to challenge some 
of the negative headlines that emerged 
and instead, promote the message 
of love that stands at the heart of our 
beliefs. We’ve attended events at each 
other’s place of worship and Ibrahim 
laid a wreath at Christ Church for 
Remembrance Day. Imams at the Deen 
Centre have also got involved and we 
have taken several school assemblies 
together. We are looking forward to 
strengthening our friendships through 
the medium of sport.”

The first match took place in the 
Recreation Centre at Prenton Park and 
coincided with Inter Faith Week which 
ran from 11-18 November. 

Speaking at a Sport in Ministry Day 
in October, the Archbishop of York, Dr 
John Sentamu said: “I think that sport 
offers the most wonderful way of 
opening doors of opportunity. Through 
sport, we discover more of all that God 
created us to be – whether as coaches, 
as players or as supporters – and that 
transformations are possible. With God 
on your side, everything is possible.”

The Beautiful Game strengthens interfaith friendship
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I find myself preparing some thoughts 
for the New Year at a time of terrific 
national uncertainty. As I write it is 
not clear whether the government 
can survive to the end of the day let 
alone the week or next month. By the 
time you read this we will all know the 
answer. It feels unsettling right now.

Of course, the truth is that the future 
is always very uncertain. None of us can 
know what tomorrow will bring and, as 
we find ourselves at the start of a New 
Year, we may well look forward with a 
sense of unease as well as anticipation.

It was only a few months ago that 
I arrived here as Dean and began a 
new ministry based at the Cathedral. 
Everything is new, and I am enjoying 
getting to know the rhythms of life, 
local customs, undiscovered places 
and colleagues. Hitherto I have spent 
most of my ministry in the midst of 
Church of England parish life. I served 
180 parish churches in my last role. 
Every one was different. Each were 
deeply immersed in the life of the local 

community, enriching and transforming 
lives. Many were challenging injustice 
and making a difference to society. I 
was very uncertain at the start of my 
time as an archdeacon about what 
I might discover. The church in east 
Leicestershire is far from perfect but it 
is buoyant and I left hopeful.

I never really belonged to the churches 
I visited as an archdeacon. Now as 
Dean I belong to a church community 
once again. I am adjusting to worship 
in a tourist attraction that welcomes 
up to 1000 visitors a day bringing its 
challenges and opportunities. We are 
learning what it means to tell visitors 
that we are open for worship rather 
than closed. We are working out how 
those who come to see the historic 
building of Chester Cathedral can 
encounter God and meet the people of 
God. 

The Cathedral is first and foremost 
a church that gathers the disciples of 
Jesus Christ for worship and supports 
them in mission. Sometimes this means 
those who consider themselves to be 
the Cathedral community, sometimes 
the diocese gathers here, sometimes 
civic society, often visitors. We are also 
learning that we are called not to live 
solely within the confines of our own 
walls and are asking ourselves how 
better to support the wider mission 
of all, how we can serve our local 
community better and what we offer to 
the churches of the diocese.

I am reminded that we share this 
journey with each other, that we share 
uncertainties and we share a common 
hope.

Tim Stratford 
Dean of Chester

New year hopefulness
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The Bishop of Stockport was joined by 
nearly a hundred women on Saturday 
17 November to kick-start a season of 
conversation about women’s rights. 
Called The Big #Freeto Conversation, 
the campaign has been launched to 
mark the centenary year of women 
winning the right to vote and stand for 
election in the UK.

The launch event brought together 
women from the Dioceses of 
Manchester and Chester to give praise 
and thanks for the steps women took in 
the past for the freedoms we all enjoy 
today. Examples through the decades 
include the freedom for women to vote, 
own a home, buy a drink in a pub, earn 
equal pay, and choose to have children.

Bishop Libby reflects, “Jesus said the 
good news he offers brings freedom, 
but we have a part to play in ensuring 
freedoms are available to all. I have 
been free to vote, attend the university 
I wanted, be a parent when I chose, 
as well as become a bishop. Not all of 
these have been a reality for women in 
my lifetime.”

The launch of The Big #FreeTo 

Conversation is inviting women and 
men from all backgrounds, ages, and 
stages in life, to consider two questions:

1. What is it that we are free to do 
today, thanks to the women that have 
gone before us? 

2. What do you hope women may be 
free to do in the future, so we all may 
live life to the full?

Bishop Libby adds: “The Big #Freeto 
Conversation is an exciting opportunity 
for women from all walks of life to hold 
conversations with others and to listen 
to and share stories of success and joy, 
as well as regret and disappointment. 
Life can be difficult, for men and 
women, but together through our 
conversations, I hope we can learn 
from one another and look to a hopeful 
future when all people live life in all 
its fullness, the way God intended for 
them.”

To join the conversation go to
www.chester.anglican.org

Bishop Libby starts #Freeto conversation
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Beth Heyward decided not to adopt the 
usual role of “vicar’s wife” in Bunbury, 
Cheshire, but to follow God’s call 
to transform communities through 
exercise. 

After moving into the village, she 
took the conscious decision not to 
immediately volunteer herself to lead 
the Sunday school and join the coffee 
rota. Instead, she took time out to pray, 
observe and let God lead her. Following 
God’s lead, she found herself wanting 
to transform her community through 
the local playground and in doing so 
transformed her own life too. 

Beth says: “After being in Bunbury 
for about 6 months, I noticed the 
local playground was in a bad state of 
disrepair. That seemed incongruous for 
a place as beautiful as Bunbury. I had 
a vision that I wanted to transform the 
space but didn’t know where to start.”

She set out to do a bit of investigating 
as to why the local playground had 

been left to fall into such bad shape.  
“I couldn’t understand,” says Beth, 

“but what I discovered was that the 
playground had been built in memory 
of a little boy who had died 25 years 
earlier and nobody felt they could say 
or do anything in case of upsetting his 
memory.” 

Beth thought it was her duty to speak 
with the mother of the boy and see 
what her view was. Beth says, “Being 
a vicar’s wife means you can go and 
knock on doors and introduce yourself 
to people and so I decided to speak to 
the mother of the boy.”

Beth found that the mother was 
immediately supportive and endorsed 
her vision for transforming the 
playground. Beth invited her to sit on 
the committee to oversee the changes 
and together they embarked on a 
two-year process of transforming the 
playground.

Beth says, “We got a group of mums 

Parkletics - a new type of playground
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together to observe how our children 
played. We researched what was on the 
market already and were unimpressed 
with what was on offer.”

Beth set about developing a new 
type of playground for Bunbury. Out of 
this came Parkletics, an outdoor gym 
that combines the equipment, natural 
body weight resistance training and a 
bespoke app, created with Sheffield 
Hallam University, to help match your 
fitness level to a suitable exercise 
routine. 

Parkletics has been installed in tough 
city estates and is positively impacting 
on people’s mental health and fitness, 
helping those with low self-esteem, and 
bringing people together. 

Beth says, “The business isn’t 
exclusively Christian, but it has got 
Christian ideals at its heart. Parkletics 
is inclusive, egalitarian, and recognises 
that everyone’s important and valued. 
The reason it’s been so successful in 
communities is that it is a business that 
has been built to meet a community 
need.

“I didn’t start this for the Church but 
because I was following God’s lead and 
call to transform a local playground 
in Bunbury. I can’t separate God from 
my work life, family life and church 
life. For me, God is in everything that 
I do. Because of my Christian faith, it 
feels natural for me to want to bring 
the community together and to try to 
show love to people and make them 
feel better.” 

Beth says Parkletics could be a 
useful outward-facing evangelism tool 
and says that churches could build 
communities through exercise groups. 

“If churches invested in Parkletics, 
we could train church leaders to run 
exercise groups through the app. 
The Parkletics app allows you to build 
exercising communities and it would be 
a great way of connecting people and 
bringing people together and to show 

the church as an outward-looking part 
of the community.” 

Beth is married to Tim who is the 
Incumbent at Bunbury.
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15 January 
Creating a Culture of Invitation
Hosted by the Diocese of Chester’s 
Mission Team, the training day is open 
to anyone who wants to help their 
church develop a culture of invitation 
and to offer a warm welcome to people.

24 January 
Social Responsibility Reaching Out 
session - Focus on Funding
Do you have a community focused 
project that needs funding? Have you 
been successful funding a project and 
would be happy to share your success 
with others? If the answer is ‘yes’, then 
come along to find out about potential 
funding avenues and see how we can 
help you further. 

26 January
Safeguarding Training
For parish volunteers and safeguarding 
officers.

4 February
Managing Behaviour in Church 
Children and Youth Groups
This training day provides simple 
techniques and ideas for anyone 
who wants to learn about managing 
challenging behaviour in children’s and 
youth groups. 

5 February 
Creating a Culture of Invitation
Hosted by the Diocese of Chester’s 
Mission Team, the training day is open 
to anyone who wants to help their 
church develop a culture of invitation 
and to offer a warm welcome to people.

7 and 8 February 
Who Needs the Old Testament?
Part of the Diocese of Chester’s CMD 
programme, Katharine Dell, Reader 
in Old Testament Literature at the 
University of Cambridge will lead a day
addressing the question. This is part of 
the ‘24 Hours with a Theologian’ series 
and is open to clergy, readers and 
pastoral workers.

9 February 
Whole-life Worship
Hosted by the Diocese of Chester’s 
Mission Team, Sam and Sara Hargreaves 
explore how churches can reconnect 
our ‘gathered’ worship services with 
our ‘scattered’ lives. The day is for those 
who plan and lead services at churches 
as part of ministry or worship teams.

14 February 
Leaders of Young Generations
Hosted by the Diocese of Chester’s 
Mission Team, the day offers a range of 
training activities, support, networking 
and strategic planning opportunities 
for people who work with children and 
young people in the diocese.

26 February and 2 May
New Approaches to Reading the 
Bible
Part of the Diocese of Chester’s CMD 
programme, Sue Richardson, Christian 
Aid’s Theological Education Adviser, will 
lead two training days exploring new 
approaches to reading the Bible. Open 
to clergy and licensed lay ministers.

Events across the diocese

For more information about each of 
the events listed above, go to
chester.anglican.org/calendar where 
you will find times, locations, and 
contact details.

8


