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Join us to celebrate 20 years of FfM
Students past and present are 
warmly invited to join in celebrating 
20 years of the Foundations for 
Ministry course (FfM). A celebration 
service at Chester Cathedral is to 
take place on the 23 September at 
3.30pm.

Some 1,100 people, from all walks 
of life, have followed the unique FfM 
programme, with its focus on gaining a 
clearer understanding of an individual’s 
God-given vocation. Many people have 
learnt new skills and insights on the 
course and have used them to enhance 
their personal lives, while hundreds of 
ministers, both lay and ordained, have 
used it as a stepping-stone in their 
ministerial development.

Director of Ministry in the Diocese of 
Chester, Revd Canon Dr Christopher 
Burkett, says: “The course has been 
such a success because of its focus on 
discernment and vocation. It is open 
to all lay people who want to grow and 
develop in Christian ministry and serve 
God in the church and in the world. We’ve 
had many people go on to formal church 
leadership roles, but just as many who 
have used what they’ve learnt to pursue 
other Christian vocations. We’re looking 
forward to seeing students and staff, past 
and present, at the celebration on the 23 
September.”

Revd Canon Dr Christopher Burkett



This is a year of an unprecedented number 
of parochial vacancies in the Diocese, 
due to the natural variations in vacancies 
being at one end of the possible spectrum.  
It’s meant a lot of work all round, and not 
least in the parishes concerned.

I’m pleased to report that, thus far, we 
have been able to make appointments 
to all the posts, from a combination of 
internal moves, including curates at the 
end of their curacies, and a number of 
clergy coming from other Dioceses.

In recent years, we have had strong 
vocations to the ordained ministry 
from within the Diocese, and wherever 
possible we have found curacies for our 
Chester-sponsored candidates.  This is 
now standing us in good stead.  It is also 
good to draw into the Diocese clergy who 
have gained experience elsewhere.

The age profile of our clergy (as in other 
Dioceses) means that a good supply of 
ordinands and curates will be vital in the 
years to come.

Ministerial training, and patterns of 
deployment of clergy, has changed 
hugely in recent years, not least, but not 
only, since all orders of ministry have 
been opened to women.

A central keynote has been flexibility.  
The arrival of a new full-time, but partly 
parish-based, ordination training course, 
centred in Liverpool (St Mellitus NW) 
has offered a local alternative to full-time 
residential training. Curacies are now 
arranged to take into greater account 
family and domestic circumstances, but 
on the understanding that at the end of a 
stipendiary curacy the priest concerned is 
fully deployable within the Diocese.

Flexibility also applies to the nature of 
the posts to which clergy are licensed.    
These are mainly priests with family 
commitments who prefer not to work full-
time, along with some older clergy who 
have the benefit of a pension from an 
earlier career.

So much in modern life needs a certain 
lightness of touch, and flexibility.  This 
can be seen as a Christian virtue too, for 
the followers of the Son of Man who had 
nowhere to lay his head.

+Peter

The changing pattern of ministry
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A Consultant Physician at the NHS, a 
former drug user, and a former primary 
school teacher are three of the 18 
individuals who were ordained as a 
deacon in the Church of England on 
Sunday 22 July at Chester Cathedral. 
Hundreds of people attended the service 
to be part of the happy event.

The Bishop of Chester, the Rt Revd Dr 
Peter Forster, presided at the service. He 
says: “Many of the deacons ordained this 
weekend, have been praying, thinking, 
discerning and preparing for this moment 
for a very long time. It was a privilege 
to be able to join with them and share 
this special occasion. Ordination is an 
important milestone in Christian ministry 
and a sacred event marked before God, 
with friends and family.”

The 18 deacons will be now be deployed 
to parishes around the Diocese of 
Chester to continue their training for one 
or two years, alongside more experienced 

priests, after which many will be offered 
the opportunity to become ordained as a 
priest in their own right.

18 people ordained deacon
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On Saturday 14 July, the Bishop of 
Birkenhead led a service of prayer 
and blessing for the RRS Sir David 
Attenborough, a £200m polar research 
ship, as she was launched from Cammell 
Laird shipyard into the River Mersey.
Bishop Keith joined the world-renowned 
naturalist and broadcaster, after whom the 
boat is named, and over 3000 members 
of staff and guests from the world of 
science and engineering, to witness the 
historic launch.

Bishop Keith led the service and blessing 
alongside the Revd Canon Ron Iveson, 
Vicar of St Oswald, Bidston, and Rural 
Dean of Birkenhead, who grew up in sight 
of the shipyard.
Bishop Keith said: “It is a great honour 
to be asked to pray at the launch of RRS 
Sir David Attenborough. I pay tribute to 
Cammell Laird who have made today 
possible. As the Psalmist says: ‘O Lord 
how magnificent are all your works, in 
wisdom you have made them all.’”

Bishop Keith blesses boat
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Earlier this summer, the Bishop of 
Stockport gave thanks to the volunteers 
of the Filling the Gap initiative. Bishop 
Libby presented a special plaque to each 
church volunteer and thanked them for 
their help in providing fun and food to 
children during the school holidays.

Filling the Gap was created as a way 
of supplementing the budgets of those 
families that rely on the provision of free 
school meals. It is run by Transforming 
Lives Together (TLT), an organisation that 
aims to create a movement of churches 
across Cheshire and parts of Greater 
Manchester to tackle poverty in all its 
forms.

There are currently 13 churches in the 
Diocese of Chester that are supporting 
families through Filling the Gap, with two 
more churches hoping to join the group 
this summer.

Kath Leigh, Lead Community Builder 

for TLT said: “This initiative is particularly 
important to families who rely on the 
provision of free school meals; offering 
food and a good holiday experience for 
children to talk about on their return to 
school after the holidays.”

On 16th October, TLT will be hosting 
a Filling the Gap marketplace event at 
Church House, Daresbury. They will be 
welcoming back those churches that 
have already provided fun and food 
to children during the school holidays 
and inviting other churches that wish to 
explore being a part of the initiative to find 
out more. They will also launch a new 
Filling the Gap resource pack full of ideas 
and inspiration.

Is your church interested in providing 
fun and food to children during the school 
holidays? See the Events Page on the 
Diocese of Chester’s website for more 
information. 

Filling the Gap in the school holidays
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On Sunday 16th September a service of 
celebration and thanksgiving will be held 
to honour Michael Coupe, who has been 
a Reader in the Church of England since 
September 1958. 
Being a Reader with, sometimes, heavy 
pastoral responsibilities has kept Michael 
very busy over the past 60 years, but one 
of the things that spurs him on is people’s 
thankfulness for the work he has done. 
Join the celebration on Sunday the 
16th September at St George’s Church, 
Davenport. All are welcome.

Celebrating 60 years as a Reader

The Church of England has launched a 
way of using Amazon’s virtual assistant, 
Alexa for prayer, explanations of the 
Christian faith and where to find local 
church services.
Prayers that can be requested include: a 
prayer for the day, morning, evening and 
night-time prayers, and a grace before 
meals.
Alexa is able to access information from 

the website, A Church Near You to find 
your nearest services and events. 
Users can also increase their knowledge 
of the Christian faith by asking questions 
such as: What is the Bible? Who is God? 
What is a Christian?
Use Alexa? Try saying “Alexa, open 
the Church of England”. A full list 
of commands is available here.  
www.churchofengland.org/alexa

Church of England brings prayers to millions

Curating Spaces of Hope
Matthew Barber is the founder of Spaces 
of Hope. He is developing new ways of 
transforming communities. He hosts 
three events this autumn aimed at people 
wishing to make a difference in their 
community.

Join Matthew and a list of speakers 
on the 12th September 2018 at Chester 
Cathedral for the first of three events. 

Entitled, Curating Spaces of Hope: 
A Call to Action, the series looks at the 
themes of leadership, social enterprise 
and coproduction and how they can shape 
our action in forming and sustaining our 
communities. 
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The events page on the Diocese of 
Chester’s website is updated regularly 
with new events, lectures, seminars and 
training days. Do you have an event? You 
can now add your event to the diocesan 
website. 

Welcoming our new Dean of Chester 
Saturday 8th September at 2.30pm
The Ven Dr Tim Stratford is being 
installed as the new Dean of Chester. 
If you wish to attend, please email  
rsvp@chestercathedral.com 

Christmas tree festival
St George’s Church in Heaviley, Stockport, 
hosts its 12th Christmas Tree Festival 
from 28th November till 2nd December.  
Anyone wishing to sponsor a tree in the 
event should contact Kim Regan on 0161 
440 0408 or at d.kim.regan@gmail.com 

Being there in bereavement 
4th October 2018
Resource your parish’s ministry with 
bereaved people in four sessions at 
Church House this autumn. This well-
established training module is available 
to anyone who is interested in reflecting 
on practical, pastoral and theological 
responses to loss and grief, and care for 
dying and bereaved people in a parish 
context.

Identity, mental health and young people 
5th October 2018
Does your parish work with young 
people? The aim of the day is to increase 
our understanding and awareness and 
reduce stigma around mental health. We 
want to offer information and practical 
ways to help within our parishes on how 
to listen to and engage with young people 
who may be experiencing mental health 
issues.

Journey into Light
Journey into Light is a bold exhibition of 
artwork produced by prisoners. Around 35 
individual pieces of art will be on display 
at Chester Cathedral on the 8th October 
and then available to view in a number 
of host churches and community spaces 
around the Diocese. If you or your church 
would like to host the exhibition, contact 
Debbie Dalby at Church House.
To view a full listing of events from around the 
Diocese of Chester, visit the events page at  
www.chester.anglican.org/calendar/ 

Events from around the Diocese of Chester

Painting by David Ashcroft
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Thank you to all who have contributed 
so generously to this appeal. The Congo 
Church Association who have been 
coordinating the response from the 
diocese have told us that to date over 
£22,000 has been raised and that £11,000 
is being sent to each diocese of Aru and 
Boga. And more is still coming in.

The Dioceses will be working with other 
agencies to ensure the administration of 
this money goes to those most in need 
and Archdeacon Ian will be liaising with 
them so that we can report back on how 
the funds have been used and how we 
can continue to offer support.

In June this year +Keith was able to 
meet +William of Boga and +Ande of Aru 
in Jerusalem and hear first-hand from 
them about the continuing instability in 
the country and the pressures on the 
churches to help thousands of displaced 
persons and communities living with fear. 
+William’s wife, Mama Irene, President of 
the Mothers’ Union in Boga Diocese, spoke 
of the number of camps for displaced 
persons in Bunia, the vulnerability of 
the children to disease and death, and 
the continuing anxiety about what may 
happen in the country among people in 
the churches and the wider community. 
The number of refugees was estimated at 
15,000 after the first outbreak of violence, 
and though some have returned to their 
villages, episodic outbreaks of killing 
have recurred and the situation remains 
unstable and uncertain.

+Ande has said the situation is becoming 
“more unsafe” in Aru and the planned 
visit from 6th formers from Bishops’ High 
School in Chester (this year would have 
been their fourth visit) has had  to be 
cancelled, with the students able to visit 
schools in Uganda instead.

Please pray that the Presidential 
elections, postponed now for nearly 
two years, will take place and that the 

international community will be able to 
exercise maximum pressure to establish 
good governance in a country the size of 
Western Europe.

So please continue to pray. We 
limited the time of the appeal in order 
to concentrate our minds and hearts 
to support; if you would still like to give 
please do so now. 

The epistle reading from last Sunday 
spoke of God’s “plan for the fullness of 
time, to gather up all things in Christ, 
things in heaven and on earth” (Ephesians 
1:10). We are a small part in our link with 
Aru and Boga of that alignment of heaven 
and earth in Christ. We praise God we 
can serve and express our love for one 
another in this way through our unity in 
the gospel.

Thank you again for your giving and 
prayer.

With love in Christ

+Peter
+Keith
+Libby
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Update on Congo Appeal from the Bishops
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