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CHESTER DIOCESAN SOCIETY OF READERS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND SERVICE FOR THE ADMISSION AND LICENSING OF READERS

21 OCTOBER 2017
Our annual Readers’ Day falls on Saturday 21 October this year and all Readers and Readers Emeritus are invited to join us and other officers of the Society in celebrating our joint ministry. It is the one occasion in the year when Readers across the Diocese are called together to deepen our understanding of our ministry, to support and welcome those new Readers who are being licensed for the first time and to acknowledge the major contribution to the life of the Diocese that a number of our colleagues have made who are now becoming Emeritus. It is also a great opportunity for us to share in fellowship and to hear what is going on across the Diocese. The Readers’ Day will also provide many of you with a first opportunity to meet and listen to our new Warden, Revd Vivien Gisby. Although in post since 1 July she will be “officially” licensed at the service in the Cathedral in the afternoon.

Venue

The AGM will again be held in Churchill House on the University of Chester’s Queen’s Park Campus, starting at 10.00am. Directions to Churchill House are given below. There is free car parking available on the site just next to Churchill House. The Cathedral is within walking distance via a scenic route across the river.
AGM Business

An agenda for the meeting and the minutes of the 2016 AGM accompany this notice. Reports from the Warden of Readers and Director of Studies for Readers will also be available for the meeting. You will see from the agenda that there will be a number of vacancies on the Readers Council. I would like to record my thanks to those members of the Council who are standing down this year – their contribution to the work of the Council has been much appreciated. Particular thanks must also go to the two Assistant Wardens who have worked tirelessly in support of reader ministry (in addition to their normal parish duties!) over many years. We are particularly keen to have good representation from across the Diocese and a good mix of Readers on the Council so – if you’re at all interested please do get in touch.
Plenary Session

There will be a break for coffee at about 10.30am and then at 11.00am we have a plenary session focussing on the varied roles of Readers in Mission.  The session will start with three short presentations from Readers within the Diocese who are all involved in different forms of mission (interpreting that term in a broad sense). Enthused by their contributions we will then break into small discussion groups to explore the opportunities for mission within our own parish settings and to share experiences.
Lunch

The plenary session will finish by 12.15pm, allowing time for you to eat a packed lunch or find catering in Chester before the afternoon Licensing Service. Tea/coffee will be available in Churchill House for those who stay to eat a packed lunch there. We anticipate that most colleagues who attend the AGM and then go on to the Licensing Service will be able to walk to and from the Cathedral. If however you need transport then please let me know before the day (contact details below). We are able to reserve a couple of spaces in the car park adjacent to the Cathedral and a member of the Readers Council will provide a taxi service for you.
Licensing Service

The service starts in the Cathedral at 2.15pm. Readers wishing to attend may robe in the Lady Chapel and should be there by 1.30pm. Bishop Peter is officiating this year and the preacher at the service will be Revd Simon Chesters. Simon is Director of Vocations in Liverpool Diocese and Assistant Priest at Lache cum Saltney in this Diocese. Many Readers will remember warmly Simon’s long-standing role in ministerial development within this Diocese before he moved to Liverpool.
Attendance

It is helpful to us to have an idea of numbers likely to be attending both the AGM and the licensing service (for refreshments / saving of seats in the Cathedral etc.). Therefore whilst it’s not obligatory, it would be helpful if you could let either me or David Hollington know whether you will be attending.


Emails:
 hollington1dn@btinternet.com


 malcolm.winton71@btinternet.com
Readers to be admitted and licensed

Andrew Bradley-Gibbons

Eastham

Sue Hadden



Sandiway

Malcolm Haigh


St Mary, Upton

Peter Ham



Hoylake

Terry Hawes



Runcorn Weston St John

Janet Malpas



Hollingworth

Lynne Raphael



Ashton upon Mersey

Deborah Rowlands


Wrenbury

Paul Gerard



Sandiway

Christina Theobald


Wilmslow

Transferees from other Dioceses

Susan Bethell



St Chad, Farndon

Graham Crowder


St Bridget’s, West Kirby

Joan Plowman



St Mary’s, Sandbach

Martin Welch



Barrow

Transferees within the Diocese, to be re-licensed

Alison Linfield



Plas Newton
Diane Deakins



St George’s, Hyde

Jim Shepherd



St Peter’s, Crewe

Elizabeth Morris


Warmingham & Leighton-cum-Minshull Vernon

Pam Hollinshead


Christ Church, Higher Bebington
Anne Coombes


Bollington

Readers Emeritus

Stephen Broadfoot


Middlewich
Barbara Capstick


Upton-by-Chester

Jim Cartwright



New Ferry

Molly Dow



St Chad’s, Romiley

Veronica Johnston


Christ Church, Chester

David Moss



Great Meols

Janet Rees



Great Budworth

Jules Sanders



Weaverham

Eileen Walker



Congleton

Alan Ward



St Anne’s, Sale

Robert New



Odd Rode

Travel directions

For SatNav users the postcode for Churchill House, Queen’s Park Campus is CH4 7AD.

If you are travelling round the Inner Ring Road in a clockwise direction come past the Roman Amphitheatre and Pepper Street Car Park (on your left) and then turn left at the traffic lights by the Heritage Centre (on your right) and travel down Lower Bridge Street and across the river by the narrow road bridge. Then turn left at the first set of traffic lights (just before a petrol station) onto Queen’s Park Road. The entrance to the University site is about 300metres along on the left hand side, and Churchill House will be facing you as you drive in.

If you are coming round the Inner Ring Road in an anti-clockwise direction then, when you come to the big roundabout by the Castle and Law Courts turn left into Grosvenor Street. At the next main junction (with the Heritage Centre facing you on the left hand side) turn right into Lower Bridge Street and then follow directions as above.

From Malcolm Winton

Hon. Secretary, 
Chester Diocesan Society of Readers

T:
0161 440 0501






E:
malcolm.winton71@btinternet.com
