A memorial for much-loved TV star

A new stained
glass screen
(PICTURED) has
been installed at
St Mark’s Church,
Dukinfield as
a memorial to

parishioner and
actress Kathy
Staff. It was
unveiled and
dedicated to
Kathy — who won
fame as Norah
Batty in Last
of the Summer
Wine — by the
Archdeacon of
Macclesfield, the

Ven lan Bishop, on Advent Sunday back in
November.

Dukinfield-born  Kathy was a faithful
member of St Mark’s. Her funeral was held
there in December 2008. The memorial
screen features a contemporary image of the
risen Christ and includes a line from Kathy’s
favourite psalm - ‘I lift my eyes to the hills from
where will my help come? My help comes from
the Lord’ (Psalm 121).

The feature — made of stained glass
enclosed in an oak frame — will provide an
important focus in the Prayer and Memorial
corner of the church. It is hoped that it will
encourage and inspire people — especially
those who are grieving.

Kathy’s family decided to create the screen
with the image in consultation with the church
community; they wanted to highlight Kathy’s
strong faith and point people to Christ. The
£17,000 screen has been paid for out of the
Kathy Staff Memorial Fund which was set up
when Kathy died. The screen is in the north
side aisle where there were formerly false
organ pipes.

The star appeared on TV in soaps
Coronation Street and Crossroads and in The
Benny Hill Show. She also had theatre and
film roles.

Archdeacon lan said: “Kathy Staff had a very
distinguished career as an actress and she

made the character of Nora Batty something
of an iconic figure in this country. How fitting
that this screen will stand in the church she
loved, to remind people of her gifts and her
achievements but above all her faith.

“Last of the Summer Wine was so loved in
this country because it recognised that there
was joy to be had in the reality of getting old.
Kathy knew of the joy that gets you through
all things and so | hope this screen will point
people beyond Kathy’s life to the God who
brought her real life.”

Priest-in-charge at St Mark’s, the Revd
Alison Cox, said: “I'm delighted that Kathy will
forever be remembered in this way. Not only
is the new screen a beautiful enhancement
of the church that she loved but it focuses on
Christ. Kathy was a woman with a strong faith
and she would have wanted God to take the
glory, not her, for all that she accomplished in
life. | hope that this stunning memorial brings
comfort and hope to all who view it.”

Fondly remembered —
Dukinfield’s Kathy Staff



A sporty new Vicar for Chester

Meet new Vicar of Christ Church, Newton,
Chester, and his wife ... pictured below on a
day they arrived in Chester on a fact-finding
visit to their new patch.

Graham and Anna Shaw pictured on a
cycle ride to Chester, prior to taking up
Graham’s new ministry

The Revd Graham Shaw and Anna Shaw
cycled 240 miles back in September — from
their home in Camberley, Surrey, where
Graham has served as a curate.

Near the end of their four-day ride they
called at the Diocese of Chester’s offices in
Aldford, both having a good drink of water and
refilling their bottles for the rest of the ride to
their new parish in Chester.

I's an all-round good new story — in that
Christ Church is now a parish in its own

right, having previously been part of a united
benefice with St Michael's, Plas Newton.
Under guidance from the Revd Andrew
Buchanan (former Associate Vicar in the old
united benefice, and Bob Toan (former Vicar),
Christ Church has grown much stronger in
recent years — also helped by the current Vicar
of Plas Newton, the Revd Robert Peters.

The Shaws — who have a toddler son,
Barney — are both sporty in outlook and are
keen cyclists. Graham is a triathlete who
competed in the Ironman UK event last year
(2010). Now that he’s living in Chester he
plans to enter the Welsh Ironman competition
in 2012.

Anna, aged 29, played for Great Britain in
the World Ultimate Frisbee Championships in
Vancouver in 2008. She is a primary school
teacher. The couple met when they were very
young and attended the same nursery school
in Godalming, Surrey.

Graham, aged 30, was licensed in his new
ministry at a service at Christ Church on
Monday 14 November 2011 at 7.30 pm. He
was priested in 2008 and served as a curate in
Diocese of Guildford. Graham said: “I'm very
excited to be leading Christ Church through
the next chapter of its development. It's a
most interesting church serving a diverse local
community, which includes students.”

Bishop Keith with Graham and
Anna Shaw - at the licensing
service for Graham



Prayer Marketplace at St Luke’s
One of the Growth Action Planning (GAP)
objectives for St Luke’s Church, Huntingdon,
is to deepen prayer and spirituality.

Looking for ways of achieving this, the
parish wanted to show some of the many
approaches to personal prayer which might
help individuals grow.

So a ‘Prayer Marketplace’ was organised
in October last year. As well as worshipping
together, parishioners set up a series of stalls
around the church to show some different
approaches to personal prayer and to offer
some resources.

These included: using pictures as a
springboard for reflection; how objects
and symbols can help; using some of the
principles of Celtic prayer; and showing a
range of printed material now available.

The event garnered favourable feedback
from parishioners.

Vicar the Revd lan Hutchings said: “The

outcome of this will not be known for some
time, but there is every indication that many
people went away with ideas and things to try
that might suit them and help them to grow in
their prayer lives — which is what we set out
to achieve.”

One of the eveﬁté at ihe
Prayer etplace

P

Help for new-born African babies

Parishioners at St Luke’s Church,
Brinnington, Stockport, have been knitting
jumpers for African infants known as
‘fish’n’chip babies’. The newborns, many
suffering from Aids, are so-called because so
many are sent home from hospital wrapped in
newspapers for warmth. Small jumpers will be
sent to Africa to keep tiny children warm.

The parishioners had to follow special
instructions which only serve to outline further
the plight of many families : no baby pink, blue,
white or pastel colours as these garments may
never be washed.

Collecting the knitwear was organised by the
charity Tools with a Mission, which distributes
the jumpers to villages in Kampala, Uganda,
where they’re so desperately needed.

Big singing day

Poynton’s St George’s Singers will hold their
‘Singing Day’ on Saturday 21 January, and
will offer singers from around the region a
chance to rehearse and perform Mozart's
Requiem in a day. Although this annual event
is usually held at the singers’ home church
of St George’s Church, Poynton, this year it

will take place at Cheadle Hulme Methodist
Church. The day starts at 9.30am. Singers
will spend the day learning and rehearsing the
Requiem, followed by a concert performance
in the evening — with accomplished soloists.
It costs £20 to include tea/coffee and
concert admission. Lunches can be bought
there. To book phone 01925 213949 or
email gillian.m.banks@gmail.com

Organist wanted

Reg Holmes, the accomplished Musical
Director and organist at St Martin’s Church,
Low Marple will retire at the end of next month
(February 2012) after 20 years of distinguished
service.

Reg has decided he would like to take life at
a more sedate pace and hand over the reins
to someone else.

Applications to be the new resident
organist at this Anglo-Catholic Church with
its famous Father Willis Organ and high
musical tradition, should be made to Father
Ed McKenna, St Martin’s Vicarage, 15
Brabyns Brow, Marple Bridge, Stockport SK6
5DT. Please phone 0161 427 2736 or email
ed1mckenna@aol.com by 16 January.



Could your
example?

parish follow Wilmslow’s

“Surely there aren’t people who can’t feed
themselves in an area like Wilmslow!”

This comment was made to Revd Magdalen
Smith, Associate Priest in the town, when
she suggested parishioners should start a
‘food bank’ to help families and individuals
struggling in the recession.

It was perhaps an understandable reaction
— for Wilmslow is surely noted for its affluence,
its expensive houses and its designer shops
and stylish restaurants

But of course some people living there are
struggling — and six months on the parish’s
food bank, known as Food Friend, is a valued
community project based in the extension
at St Bartholomew’s Church. It provides a
monthly facility where anyone in need can get
emergency food.

The food is mainly collected by a ‘shopping
list system where people pledge to buy the
items on their list each month. Food is mostly
tinned or dried but at Harvest and Christmas
time treat items are also bought.

Magdalen said: “The project has really
connected with people. They like the idea that
they are helping folk in their own locality as
well as far away. | think Christian people are
genuinely grateful for food on their tables each
day and a roof over their heads.”

Before parishioners began the project
Magdalen and others liaised with community
representatives and organisations who knew
directly the people who needed help. They
continue to work with them.

Other people in the town are now beginning
to take an interest, and the Waitrose
supermarket has raised a significant amount
of money for the project. Over the past six
months Food Friend has helped more than
100 people — families in need, single parents,
pensioners and local hostel workers. Now
some of those people have decided they want
to ‘give back’ by contributing with cleaning and
gardening work, all of which help build a sense
of community.

Magdalen was inspired to begin a food
bank when she read ‘Take this Bread’ — by

Sara Miles which is about a similar project in
San Francisco. In the book there is a direct
connection between the symbolism behind the
Eucharist and Jesus’ command to directly feed
people.

“We took as our text for the project the story
of the feeding of the 5,000 where a small child
gave his lunch in complete generosity to Jesus
who then used his power to multiply the food
to feed an enormous crowd,” said Magdalen.

If your parish would be interested in starting
a food bank visit trusselltrust.org

If you've already started the process
do let our Committee for Social
Responsibility know by emailing
victoria.day@chester.anglican.org

Co-ordinators of the Wilmslow food bank,
The Revd Magdalene Smith and Sandi
Fisher
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Touching tribute from church school pupils

Youngsters from Willaston C of E Primary
School in South Wirral recreated the names
of fallen heroes from the two world wars —
following the theft of memorial plaques from
the village war memorial back in July.

The children created colourful cardboard
nameplates for each of the veterans mentioned
on the monument.

The names of the war dead are mounted
on two large laminated sheets and these were
blessed at the Remembrance Sunday service
(13 November 2011) by the Vicar, who is also
a chaplain with the Lancashire Army Cadet
Force.

The sheets were then placed on the
war memorial for a time. Later they will be

displayed in Christ Church, Willaston.

The Vicar said: “What the children have done
shows that good can come out of evil. The
school sees this project as a great honour.”

The pupils’ name sheets were presented
to the Vicar and the Royal British Legion’s
Richard Berry and Fred Chapman.

Plans are still being discussed to replace
permanently the original metal plaques stolen
from the memorial. The local community has
already raised £3,500 to cover the cost.

The way the local community rallied
in support of the fallen impressed many
observers and gained widespread publicity in
newspapers and on TV.

The pupils at the monument with the Vicar of Willaston, the Revd Raymond Dent.
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