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We petition the Court for a faculty to authorise the following-

Please describe the works or other proposals for which a faculty is sought in the way recommended by 
the Diocesan Advisory Committee in its Notification of Advice.

SCHEDULE OF WORKS OR PROPOSALS

Installation of insulation material in the roof space above our Community Room, St Anne's Room, in 
Christ the King Church building. 

Copies of the Standard Information Form and any drawings, plans, specifications, photographs or other 
documents showing the proposals must be provided with this petition.
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ROOM 4. COMMUNITY ROOM. 
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The former chancel of the church is now screened off from the nave and 
forms further meeting room. This is lit by the original east window, which 
contains stained glass. The mezzanine spaces on either side of the church are 
linked by a balcony across this room. We noted a small area of flaking 
paintwork on the ceiling of this space but that was present at the last 
inspection and does not seem to have got significantly worse. There are also a 
number of areas of low-level penetrating damp that have recently been re-
decorated but were already re-appearing. Our inspection of the area under 
the floor of this part of the building show that there is a significant damp / 
condensation issue that needs to be dealt with in this part of the church. It 
seems likely that the problems with damp in the walls are connected with the 
damp in the sub floor void. As with the previous space, it is difficult to change 
light bulbs in this room But the spot lights that were fitted along the front of 
the balcony after the last inspection have not been a great success as they 
cause excessive glare and are uncomfortable in use. Alternative 
arrangements with LED low-energy, long-life fittings are being considered. 
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Images of stepped cracks below east window 
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psiji 

Balcony over St Anne's Room 
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Only the original east window is provided with stained glass and this 
is now in St Anne's Room, formed out of the original chancel. The 
name of the stained glass artist is unknown. All other windows have 
lightly obscured clear glazing, which makes the interior of the church 
very light and airy. 
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Photograph of the east window 
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Photograph of roof void above nave ceiling. 

7 of 22



oo 
0 

GROUND F1.00g. PLAN/. 

0CALE AV H.$7X4-4-  /la  •V 

75- /0—

CHeloece 
EArr.R.4cYC6 

skawas 
coer 
INWSV 
use 

ST MATTHEW'S ROOM 

7T.71../Ece 

.PernNcsrc. 
1P/14,01.1 /124.5 
re 

Re-Scfcchezz,

/ A
yYiIO PAS.Covs 
..Pep og.csre 
TOAMUL C0114.5 

f. 4 

G
OLSAAr 

SE OPtt • 

Pl4FeACe4+,
G,M6 

NEETIMS 
ge7SPC . 

KEY TO ROOMS. 

754,P,SH 
aTTICE. 

1P/Peal 
RZIcmiece 

APT2fce......rolese 
SrPooram.c... 

VP 

SCZEEMS 

Sr 

Sr 

ocrecoce, 
CONSOLE 

fu 

2344CWir 
04,51c 

ST MARY'S ROO 

COMMUNITY 
ROO.A1 

sccnre BF 

16Pctr.f..trrche 

OP 

£AD 

MAPVe 
TO 

08.,LooP 40.13.15Y 

V 

Prceecr 

PIS 

P4.4 

COMPUINTTY 
ENTRANCE. 

— eAecr, rickc fiwNe.cs 

/1..cifec, ACeter, 
f$411- 11404 . 

10 -.SAZ CON, OVLG.

it Mr ,  4 g) 

tiros ,
ST ANNE'S ROOM 

CaPfeUN/77 
.eacorf 

 • 

0 

A-IPLYie 

Ci4S 
— 

Due ran se . 

OcAcer neeSs-Avrt 
crAP..c. 

TO PeC4.7.4Pet 

270405 - $7:6EL. 
' , CAM .0 70 OCcraype ',fez 

CH/2/57" THE KING CHURCH 23/12KAWHZ'AXI. 

$0/ 4.41414. SCR.4fre. 
LICK .P.CrOv 
1.Wcov.ect Mt-SR/!XS 
itMarcs. p.e.pmco.c..eves.$ 

..116,50P 
AVICenr..7.6,

PPIZIP167PfZISC .8440f 
/ft 6.3- FLOOR 214'404,1 
770.1 A0.64 . 

8 of 22



03 

FIRST' FLOOR_ Aa. 

SCAAE AY merzes Nee) eVA 

 GS 

0/ 
SP CE 

O 

SeAP r/seonos 
"At> lw/tong oN 
7V 'e SrAnes 

AfterMe 
oanoN, 

KEY TO Rooms, 

te/1477N6 
ROOM. 

ST MARK' ROOM 

x0.1e5 
Se N 

6 
.BALCOACI 

$171-77z. 
LOSES,". 

O 
E.e 

$1 
.46 
.6 

V 

ISfil.cater. 

ricgm's 
VES172y..

0

—

4tierPreat.. 
s34,44 

rovmen 
ROOF. 

ffetOmvs ,0177- er.IMS 
$P0a.11......Nalc, m61.1...w. ..t.eveL &cape . 

60/1-le PLUS . 

RCCES 
esA.e.ce V. 1 

9 . 0 

06.
.0•V • Lee ▪ •a t 

PI OC 
EA 

ST PLTIII'S OM 

Ce0AAW./.4417,' 
ROOM. 

CROSS FRO/4 
/1m5xer, 64611 .f.e.,Spest. 
.0Ar TAM .4000 ,87 4.04mwtS. 

ST MARY'S ROOM 

RIAK/lit5 
PM.vrt.a.sesek 
7-6 C4 /1 /4/6% 

CHR/Sr 77f,E K/A/6 CHUICCA1  , 

K
E

Y
 P

LA
N

 T
O

 R
O

O
M

S
 - 

F
IR

S
T

 F
LO

O
R

 

9 of 22



 
 

 
 

 
 

10 of 22



 
 

 
 

 

11 of 22



 
 

 
 

 

12 of 22



Regarding the installation of insulation in the roof space above St Anne’s Room in Christ 
the King Church.  
 
Consultation with Alf Plant, church architect, took place on Wednesday 22nd February 2023 via a site visit, 
including within the room considered, and to the roof space above it. His comments and advice are 
detailed below in italics. 
 
The following advice / concerns (points a-d below in bold) were raised by the Diocesan Advisory 
Committee (DAC) after initial conversation: 
 

a. The DAC was unsure whether the improvement to heating levels at ground level would be 
achieved as noticeably or quickly as hoped for by the parish, with the ceiling being so high up 

 
Our architect commented: 
Thanks for meeting with me this morning to review the works that you are proposing to carry out to 
insulate the ceiling over the former chancel area. I understand that you are using this room for worship at 
present while it is too cold to use the nave of the church and that it is serving as a “warm space”. The 
proposed works should make a difference to your heating costs, even though it is a large space with a high 
ceiling. 
Our actions: 
The PCC is aware that the desired effect may not be as significant as hoped. However, for several months 
we have had a temperature gauge installed in the loft area which clearly demonstrate a significant spike in 
temperature during the periods when the room heating is on. This gives clear evidence of the quantity of 
heat being lost through the ceiling. Insulation would significantly reduce this heat loss and at least trap it in 
the room, albeit at high level.  
 
Our architect commented: 
We discussed the possibility of using a stratification fan to help move warm air around inside the room and 
this may be worth considering for the future although the cost may make this impossible. Initially, I think 
your proposal to monitor the temperature in the church will be worthwhile as this may help to optimize the 
on and off times for the heating when the building is in use. 
Our actions: 
The PCC are also considering a second phase to this project (subject to finance) and are actively 
investigating the use of a destratification fan in order to move heat from ceiling level back down to floor 
level. Once insulation is installed, we will use temperature gauges to measure temperature difference 
between ceiling and floor level to assess whether this would be a viable course of action.  
The PCC are of the opinion that we have a duty to make our building as energy efficient as we can. This is a 
small step towards that, which as a parish with very limited financial resources in a deprived are, is as 
much as we are able to do at this stage. However, we work on the principal that if we do nothing, nothing 
changes. If we do whatever we are able, there is the chance that things will improve and we will be able to 
provide a more welcoming and comfortable environment for our church family and our community to 
enjoy. This particular room is used by church and community at least 5 days of the week and is an 
important part of our mission and ministry.  
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b. The risk of condensation would need to be considered, and the parish would need to 
demonstrate that the space is fully ventilated 

 
Our architect commented: 
it was clear that there is a lot of air movement through the void on a windy day like it was earlier 
Our actions: 
As per the photo below, is can be seen that the opening to this particular roof void from the main roof 
space is large enough to permit significant movement of air.  
 
 

 
 
The main roof space (below) is directly connected to, and open to the tower, which has open louvres on 
four sides, ensuring constant and significant ventilation in the whole roof space.  

 
 
Further to this, within the roof space in question there are also 8 ventilation points allowing the escape of 
air out through the tiled roof above (as per the photo below). 
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c. Care would be needed when installing insulation on top of electrics as there was potential for fire 
risk 

 
Our architect commented: 
The insulation can go over the existing cable runs above the ceiling 
Our actions: 
Type of insulation being considered: 
(The specific final product used will depend on availability at time of purchase, together with any offers 
that may be available to reduce cost / increase quantity of insulation we can purchase) 
 
Knauf Insulation Loft Roll 
Knauf Insulation Loft Roll 44 is a Glass Mineral Wool roll, designed for use in cold lofts where pitched 
roofs are insulated at ceiling level, that offers good thermal performance in the range. It is non-
combustible with the best possible Euroclass A1 reaction to fire classification , and is manufactured 
using Knauf Insulation's unique bio-based binder, ECOSE® Technology. 

• Compression packed and lightweight for easy handling and moving around a sit e 

• Combi-cut products are supplied partially perforated, providing the flexibility to be used between 
joists or used uncut as a full-width roll, maximising on-site efficiency 

• Manufactured in long lengths to allow quick and simple installation maximising on-site efficiency 

• Provides excellent thermal performance 
Quality assurance of the insulation is given in the table below: 
https://s1.thcdn.com/design-assets/product-pdf/homebase/en_GB/13815564/1666273799765-
638993_Breeam.pdf 
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Our architect commented: 
The light fittings in the ceiling should be covered over with hoods before the insulation is laid. The hoods 
look like upturned buckets and hopefully they are readily available. They are to stop the insulation lying 
directly on hot surfaces (although LEDs run fairly cold anyway). 
 
Our actions: 
To comply with this we are anticipating using: 
Loftleg Loft Lid Downlight Protector Hood @ £6.75 each 
https://www.wickes.co.uk/Loftleg-Loft-Lid-Downlight-Protector-Hood/p/148851 
(These are rated for light fittings of up to 50W, each of our LED light fittings for this room is rated 50W or 
below)  
 
 
 

16 of 22

https://www.wickes.co.uk/Loftleg-Loft-Lid-Downlight-Protector-Hood/p/148851


d. With the parish proposing to carry out this work at height themselves, the Committee was 
concerned regarding health and safety and insurances. 

 
Our architect commented: 
Access to the roof void over the chancel is fairly good although it does involve negotiating the spiral stair in 
the tower.  
Our action: 
This spiral stair comprises 49 steps. We propose having a ‘chain gang’ system passing the insulation up the 
stairs from stationary person to stationary person located every 6 steps, to reduce the chance of trips, slips 
and falls with people walking up and down the stairs multiple times, and to reduce fatigue. 
 

 
 
Our architect commented: 
The walkways through the nave roof are in good condition and have reasonable handrails however I did 
note that there are a few small steps in the boarding and it may be best to clearly mark these steps with 
high visibility warning tape to minimize the risks of tripping, Particularly when people are carrying big rolls 
of quilt. 
Our action: 
These small steps have all been clearly marked with yellow and black hazard tape, and are clearly visible 
from both directions. The lighting in the roof space clearly illuminates all walkways. An extensive handrail 
system assists in keeping to the designated walkways. 
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Our architect commented: 
The access into the chancel area is quite restricted due to the small size of the archway although it should 
be adequate for present purposes although it may be a bit of a squeeze! 
Our action: 
A suitable, safely fixed 2 rung ladder is provided for moving between the small difference in levels. Only 
those easily able to move in and out of the space will be permitted to access that area 
  
Our architect commented: 
The existing walkways will need to be lifted so that the insulation can be laid under them and between the 
ceiling joists. The boards can then be put back in place. 
Our action: 
There is clear access to the walkway boards and as screws have been used to fix them in place they can be 
easily removed and replaced 
 
Our architect commented: 
There may only be depth for a single layer of insulation under the walkways but it would be beneficial to 
have two layers in other area. The two layers should be placed at right angles if possible. 
Our action: 
We are planning two layers of insulation placed at right angles to each other; the first layer in line with the 
joists sitting in between them, the second layer running across the joists 
 
Our architect commented: 
Care will be needed to tread on the ceiling joist lines when working away from the walkways. 
Our action: 
The actual installation of the insulation will be carried out by a small team of able bodied persons who are 
clearly briefed on how to properly install the insulation - following all manufacturer’s instructions and 
architect advice received; how to move safely around the space, including where to tread safely, 
awareness of beams at head height etc. Extra lighting will be brought into the space to ensure good 
visibility. 
 
Our architect commented: 
GFQ and MFQ insulation materials are potentially hazardous materials to work with because of the fibres 
that can be released so the appropriate PPE should be used including face masks and goggles. Careful hand 
washing after works are complete is also important. 
Our action: 
Appropriate gloves, masks, goggles and disposable overalls will be provided for those handling the 
unpacked insulation. Appropriate gloves, masks and goggles will be provided for those handling the packed 
insulation. Advice will be given on wearing long sleeve clothing to cover up skin and handwashing facilities 
are immediately available in the church building.  
First aid kits are also available in the church building. 
A Church Warden with professional experience in Health and Safety will be present on site to oversee the 
process. A detailed risk assessment will be completed and communicated to all involved prior to the 
installation taking place. 
A qualified first-aider will also be on site. 
 
 
Insurance Cover: 
In a phone call with our Insurers, Ecclesiastical Insurance, on 2nd March 2023, it was confirmed that all 
peoples involved in helping with the installation are covered for this activity under our existing policy as it 
stands. Defects in workmanship are not covered, however due to the simple nature of the work the PCC no 
not consider this a significant barrier to proceeding.  
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Birkenhead Christ the King – Loft insulation - Correspondence with parish and others 

 

Attachments are listed according to the numbering on the supporting documents list 

• Attachments in blue are included within the proposals section 

 

Date Message 

09/12/2022 

 

To: Katy Purvis 

From: Paul Bentley 

thank you for your time on the phone earlier, I appreciate your help 

and advice as we look to install some loft insulation in Christ the King 

Church 

above St Anne’s Room. 

  

I have been in conversation with Alf Plant, our church architect about 

our plans, and he is in support of what we are proposing, both in terms 

of its value for our ministry as a church, but also in terms of it being in 

keeping with maintaining the health of the building. 

We are looking to install loft insulation in the roof space above St 

Anne’s 

 

Room, the old Chancel of the church. This is the room that we are now 

using for worship and the vast majority of our community activities. We 

have brought our activities together into this room as it is the space we 

can most efficiently heat and light, taking into account the significant 

increase in utility bills that we are experiencing. The ceiling in this room 

is full height - around 12m. 

 

The loft space has clear, safe access to it with suitable lighting for safe 

working. There are 8 downlights fitted through the ceiling into St Anne’s 

Room below which are all LED fittings, and so emit low levels of heat. 

Alf 

 

Plant has advised us on suitable coverings for these fittings to ensure 

safety. We will also produce and store a printed ‘map’ of any other 

wiring etc in the roof space which might be covered up by insulation. 

We are looking to install 2 layers of a domestic style mineral wool 

insulation, each layer fitted at a right angle to the other to ensure best 

coverage and minimal gaps. Alf has suggested this would be a suitable 

material to use. 

 

I have placed a bluetooth thermometer in the roof space for several 

weeks, and can identify clear spikes in temperature of between 3 and 4 

degrees in the roof space when the room heating is on. We are losing a 

huge amount of heat through the roof, and anything we can do to 

prevent this will be of great benefit to us financially but also will benefit 

our community members. 

 

We are a registered Warm Hub in the community, one of few around in 

our immediate location, and so are keen to try and get this installed as 

soon as possible. We are only looking seriously at it now as we have 
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recently been able to find funding for this project. The increases in cost 

of gas and electricity mean we are unable to have our heating on for 

long periods of time. This means that it is more difficult for us to 

maintain a suitable temperature to provide a warm space for our 

community. We minister in an area if significant deprivation with over 

50% of children living in poverty, and we are already receiving an 

increasing number of local residents coming to us who are unable to 

put on their own heating and so it is important that we can offer a 

suitable space for them at this extremely difficult time. 

 

As we are a listed building, I am aware of the need for a Faculty for this 

work. However, If there were any way of expediting the process so that 

we can gain most benefit from this work during the coldest months of 

the year, it would be much appreciated, for all the reasons above. Alf 

Plant has assured me he is happy to provide whatever might be 

required in writing to support our case. 

We would be looking to install this insulation ourselves to keep costs 

down, and will provide all necessary PPE, risk assessments and 

guidance to ensure the safety of our workers. We have funding in place 

and workers ready to go. 

 

While we are concentrating on St Anne’s Room at this stage, if 

insulating this room gives clear benefit, we would intend to look at 

seeking out funding to insulate other areas of the roof space in the 

building. We would also be looking at investigating the effectiveness of 

destratification fans in order to bring the heat trapped under the 

ceiling back down to floor level. This is all part of our commitment to 

providing a building that is an efficient, welcoming, warm space for our 

church family and the community around us, more and more of whom 

are accessing our building and the wide range of support we offer at 

this time. 

 

Thank you for your time with this, any help you are able to give would 

be much appreciated. 

 

 

10/01/2023 

 

To: Katy Purvis 

From: Paul Bentley 

 

in case it is useful in terms of deliberations, I am attaching some 

photos of the roof space in Christ the King. Apologies my camera 

phone and flash aren’t great, but hopefully they give an idea of the 

accessibility of the area and the space we are looking at insulating. The 

first photos are of the roof space over St Anne’s Room which we are 

looking to insulate, the final two photos are of the roof space over the 

main worship area, which I have included simply to give an idea of the 

accessibility of the whole area. 

 

3) Photographs 

 

19/01/2023 

 

To: Paul Bentley 

From: Katy Purvis 

DAC Advice  

I am writing to let you that at its meeting of 13  January 2023 the DAC 

considered the proposal to insulate the roof space in St Anne’s room 

and wished to offer the following informal advice. 
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a. The Committee commended the parish for their attention to 

reducing heat loss and energy use 

b. It was however, unsure whether the improvement to heating 

levels at ground level would be achieved as noticeably or 

quickly as hoped for by the parish, with the ceiling being so 

high up 

c. The risk of condensation would need to be considered, and the 

parish would need to demonstrate that the space is fully 

ventilated  

d. Care would be needed when installing insulation on top of 

electrics as there was potential for fire risk 

e. With the parish proposing to carry out this work at height 

themselves, the Committee was concerned regarding health 

and safety and insurances.  

f. It therefore asked that the parish address the point raised in b, 

c, d and e above. The parish will need to involve their architect 

in looking at these points. 

If you have any queries please do let me know 

 

 

23/01/2023 

 

To: Katy Purvis 

From: Paul Bentley 

 

Can I just confirm the process here? Points b, c, d, e need to be 

addressed, and then submitted as a faculty application in full to the 

DAC? 

 

I appreciate point b, but if we do nothing, then nothing changes. We do 

something, there is a chance that there might be some improvement. 

We don’t have much money to do these things, but if we can make our 

community and current worship space a little more hospitable then we 

will, and we appreciate the support of the wider Diocese in this.  

 

31/01/2023 

 

To: Paul Bentley 

From: Katy Purvis 

Yes, please ask Alf to help you with points b-d, and start an online 

faculty application. I know that costs money that you’d rather spend on 

the insulation, but I do think the DAC will require it. Involving Alf also 

gives you a bit of protection in terms of liability 

 

28/03/2023 

 

To: Paul Bentley 

From: Caroline 

Hilton 

I am writing to let you know that at its meeting of 17 March 2023 the 

DAC considered the response you provided to its previous advice and it 

resolved to recommend the scheme. 

  

This means I will be able to progress the application you have started 

and raise the Notification of Advice so that the public notices can be 

displayed. I will let you know when this has been carried out. 

  

The Committee also wished to offer the following informal advice: 

a. A risk assessment should be carried out before the parish 

commence with the work 

b. The Committee maintained its previous comment that care 

would be needed when installing insulation on top of electrics 

as there was potential for fire risk 

c. A further general point was that the parish should also consider 

the draught proofing of the building/heat spaces, although 
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noting that if the warm space is densely occupied some 

adjustable ventilation (an opening window?) may be needed to 

avoid condensation on windows etc. 

If you have any queries please do let me know 

 

28/03/2023 

 

To: Caroline Hilton 

From: Paul Bentley 

thank you very much for getting back to me on this, much appreciated, 

and that we are able in due course to go ahead with this.  

 

The points the committee have mentioned are clearly noted and we 

will include these in our planning for the project.  

 

I look forward to hearing from you as to when we are able to 

commence the works.  
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