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Intro
Explain to the children that it’s nearly Christmas but that the bit before Christmas is called Advent.  Advent means a time of getting ready.  For Christians it means getting ready to celebrate the birth of Jesus.
Game
Invite out 2 teams of 2 children.  Explain that part of getting ready for Christmas is putting up your Christmas tree and decorating it.  Say that in their teams, they are going to decorate a tree and whoever decorates it the best will win.  Then say that unfortunately you have forgotten the trees so one of them will have to be the tree.
Give them about 2 minutes to decorate the “tree”.
Talk
Talk about a time you felt excited waiting for something that you knew was going to happen – it might be the birth of a child or something completely different.
Story
Retell Luke 1:26-38
Talk
Imagine how Mary must have felt!  She was going to give birth to the Son of God.  Later on in the Bible it says that she sang a song of praise because she was so happy!  You can imagine her getting ready, thinking about it all non-stop, preparing herself for what was about to happen.
Challenge
This Christmas is going to be so exciting!  But in all the dashing around, buying presents, eating lots, going to parties it’s really important that we don’t forget why we are doing it in the first place.  Over the next few weeks, let’s remember that we celebrate Christmas because it’s the time when Jesus was born as a present from God to everyone.
Prayer
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